(10) The Old Silk Mill (public house, rebuilt in 1928)
Before WWI, most pubs were male "drinking dens". The
war changed this: there were more women licensees and
more women were in work, earning money for themselves
(see 13). The government itself encouraged improvements
to pubs to make them more attractive to women, and
thereby more "civilized" places. The brewers saw the
benefits and the Old Silk Mill is an example.

The Derby World War I (WWI) Pubs project was formed
by a group of CAMRA members to investigate the effects
of the war on pubs and breweries in the Derby area.

(11) The Exeter Arms (public house)
In 1915 Arthur Jackson, the licensee, was fined £3 for
evading duty on eight gallons of beer. Brewing ended in
1969 and it was about 20 years before Derby again had a
home-brew pub.

More details of these and other stories can be found in the
Armistice Centenary Edition of Derby CAMRA's
magazine, Derby Drinker. View or download this at
https://derby.camra.org.uk/derbydrinker/DerbyDrinker/DerbyDrinker_WW1special.pdf

(12) The Alexandra Hotel (public house)
Landlord Thomas Piggin was a Warrant Officer in the
Derbyshire Yeomanry. He had been a manager at the Derby
Racecourse, which may be why he was in charge of a convoy
of 159 mules in Gallipoli when he was badly injured by a
shell. He was returned to the UK but recovered enough to
join the Reserves of the Corps of Dragoons Household
Regiment (a cavalry regiment).

We have also provided further information through
https://www.wondersofthepeak.org.uk/ . This includes
extended versions of the trail that can be viewed at home
or followed on mobile phones. Wonders of the Peak
features over 300 other locations to visit.

(13) Midland Railway Loco Works (now Derby College)
Around 500 "Munitions Girls" worked here servicing and
repairing shells. It was dangerous but well-paid work that
gave the women more independence than they had
previously enjoyed. Many, in particular the temperance
movement (see 3), were concerned about wanton behaviour
and drunkenness. This fear was much exaggerated and one
of the lasting legacies of the war was that pubs became
places where "respectable" working class women could go
(see 10).

This leaflet features some of the stories we found. All are
set in central Derby. The stories follow the sequence of the
location numbers on the maps, but the trail can be
followed, or sampled, in any order.

The only sites in this leaflet open to the public are the
public houses. Their opening times and facilities can be
found in the Good Beer Guide app. This provides details of
over 40,000 licensed premises. The basic version is free
from https://gbgapp.camra.org.uk/
Altons Brewery (1a). Image reproduced with permission,
Derby Local Studies and Family History Library
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The project was made possible through the Heritage
Lottery Fund. In the context of this leaflet we are also
particularly grateful for the support of: The Derby Local
Studies and Family History Library and the Buxton
Museum (Wonders of the Peak). Comments or information
on these or other local WWI stories are very welcome at
pubsproject@gmail.com

(6) Mr Grundy's Tavern (public house)
Clifford Grundy joined the Sherwood Foresters as a
Lieutenant in 1916, aged about 19. He survived the war,
later living next door to the Georgian House Hotel. The pub
and its brewery were named in his honour.
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(1) The Wardwick (public house—currently closed)
The Wardwick, originally a private house, was later used as
the offices for Altons Brewery. At the start of WWI Derby
had three major brewing companies: Offilers, and the
combined, but separately-run, firms of Altons and
Strettons. Derby's brewers had to contend with their staff
joining the armed services (about 100 by January 1916) and
their horses being requisitioned for transport. However,
what really rankled with the management of Altons and
Strettons was what they saw as attacks on their trade by the
government and the temperance movement, which they
believed responsible for "legislation specially directed
against [our] trade" (see 2, 3).
(1a) Site of Altons Brewery (now the Telephone Exchange)
The brewery occupied the site between the Wardwick and
Duckworth Square (see illustration, over).
(2) The Drill Hall Vaults (now Bar One)
Pubs had to contend with severely restricted opening hours
- and sometimes the consequences of ignoring them. In July
1916, William Wallis, the licensee of the Drill Hall Vaults,
was fined five shillings (25p) for supplying three bottles of
Ind Coope IPA to the clerk of the adjacent Derbyshire
Yeomanry Drill Hall outside hours. The clerk was fined the
same amount.
(3) Temperance Hall (now the City Church)
David Lloyd George, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and
later Prime Minister, famously declared that the greatest of
the country's foes was drink. To reduce the effect of drink on
the war effort, the government introduced increasingly
stringent measures to reduce strength, increase price and
restrict availability. The temperance movement was very
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strong in Derby and they lost no time lobbying people to
give up “intoxicating drink” - at least for the duration of the
war.
(4) Strettons Maltings (now flats)
All that remains of the brewery are the maltings on
Manchester Street. The brewery itself was in the grassed
area between Surrey Street and Ashbourne Road. Despite
the wartime restrictions, the profits of the Derby breweries
increased. But the war was the beginning of the end for
Strettons. Allsopps took them over in 1927 and closed the
brewery in 1929.
(5) The Wagon and Horses (now flats)
The Wagon and Horses was one of many Derby pubs that
brewed its own beer, but wartime regulations (see 3) now
restricted the amount. In March 1917, an Excise Officer
found evidence of illegal brewing. The licensee, Councillor
Morley, blamed Joe, his brewer. “Joe” he said “was rather
deaf ” and had misunderstood his instructions. Morley was
fined a massive £50. Supposedly deaf Joe was called up into
the army but survived to run the Golden Eagle and later the
Shakespeare.

(7) The Woodlark (public house)
Before the war there had been few women licensees.
However, the magistrates now allowed licences to be
temporarily transferred to the wives of licensees on active
service. So, when Walter Bednall was conscripted in
January 1917, his wife Frances took over the pub. Sadly,
Walter was killed at Passchendaele in October that year. He
is buried in the Artillery Wood Cemetery, just north of
Ypres. The inscription on his headstone, chosen by Frances
reads “Until we meet again”. They had been married for just
three years.
(8) The Seven Stars (public house)
Over five million British men served in the army. George
Bates, landlord of the Seven Stars, advertised for an ostler
willing to help with brewing in 1916 and in 1918.
Presumably his 1916 recruit was called up. In 1918 he was
careful to stipulate that only men ineligible for military
service need apply.
(9) The Flowerpot (public house)
Wounded soldiers were forbidden to drink or go into pubs.
But of course they did and, in one such case, Katherine
Hynes of Chapel Street was hauled before the magistrates,
accused of buying a jug of beer from the New Flower Pot (as
it then was) to give to some soldiers convalescing in the
Duffield Road Hospital.
The case was dismissed, but the magistrate warned that
supplying beer to men undergoing treatment was “most
foolish”, and “there was a good deal of that sort of thing
going on in the town”.

