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Brewery Upsurge throughout the area
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GOD SAVE THE KING
‘ i ABV 3.8%

The production of Real Ale in the County isat a
new high. And the effect, in terms of a greater
availability of cask ale in local pubs, is increas-
ingly evident. According to SIBA (the Society of
Independent Brewers) the majority of their
members have seen volumes grow by 8.5% last
vear. The BPI (British Beer & Pub Association)
reports that since 2008 the national production
of ale (as opposed to lager) has increased asa %
of the UK beer market and also in actual vol

ume terms, due overwhelmingly to the popu-
larity of cask ales. It is anticipated that the
definitive Cask Report, due to be published

Brunswick

Derby’s oldest Brewery

tel: 01332 290677

shortly after the Drinker goes to press, will con-
firm this trend.

Since 2000 the number of breweries in
Derbyshire has grown from 6 to 37, a six-fold
increase and almost all are working to capacity.
Some, like Thornbridge, Blue Monkey (who
moved to Notts from [lkeston in July) and
Amber Ales, have had to expand their breweries
significantly in that period to cope with
demand. Some, like Ashover, Derby Brewing,

Beer of the moment
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up, S0 Now
only the extortionate rates demanded in almost

Fonfair,
Leadmill and
Amber have
bought or
leased pubs to
get more of
their beer to
the drinking
and
some publi-
cans, like the
Flowerpot, My
Grundy’s, Old
Poets and the
Rowditch have
recognised the

public

all tied and pubco estates prevents
their wider availability.

The triggers to this increase are
threefold. Initially the 2002 reduced
Excise duty for small brewers pro-
vided a financial incentive, secondly
an increased opportunity was cre-
ated by the two major pubcos, Punch
Taverns and Enterprise Inns, having
to release more of their pub stock
onto the market to reduce their bor-
rowings, but behind all this was the
increased public interest for the
product, aided and abetted by
CAMRERA,

For some vears the brewing

opportunity
and become home brew houses. And the origi-
nal six: Brunswick, Falstaff, John Thompson,
Leatherbritches, Townes and Whim have
thrived as well. Only a tiny few, Danelaw, Edale
and Wild Walker have disappeared or been
taken over.

And the popularity of Derbyshire brews is not
s0 surprising given the number of top level
national CAMRA and SIBA awards won by
Amber, Derby, Derventio, Falstaff, Thornbridge,
Whim and Blue Monkey (notwithstanding their
recent transfer this year across the county
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industry majors (the big four) have
scoffed at the influence of the Real Ale move-
ment claiming that the future lay in the lager
market and Lo that end most of the big brewers
influenced the beer market by reducing their ale
output. Any growth of the micros was seen to be
just down to ‘taking up the slack’ 5o the effect
on the market, of the micros and the regional
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brewers producing real ale, was masked. The
latest figures now show that the tide has turned
and that the big brewers of yesteryear were
wrong to ignore cask ale. Indeed Molson
Coors, amongst others, are looking again at the
opportunities they are giving away.

Brewery News
Black Hole

Black Hole Brewery at Burton upon Trent, after
recent staff changes, are to be re-launched.
They have recruited Jack Morgan from
Shardlow Brewery — a member of the family
who own that brewery — who, together with
Martin Hodson (pictured on front page), will
concentrate on developing the business. Sales
have been increasing but are now limited by
capacity. To that end a further 10 barrel fer-
menter has been pur-

third trial of which went on sale on Sept 2nd.
The 3.8% brew,'Is it"a light, hoppy brew with a
slight ‘Burton snatch’ was ‘nearly there’ accord-
ing to fastidious Steve Birkin, owner of the
brewpub. The second trial brew available
briefly in July was ‘Could it be’at 4.7% ABV fol-
lowing the first in May. The fifth — the fourth
brew was thrown away (not ‘ditched’) - an as
yet unnamed 5.0% ABV bitter, should be avail-

able as DD goes to press.

Whim
Joe Alsop of Whim Ales, yet another outfit
brewing at capacity, found a spare fermenting
vessel to brew a new, hoppy beer, provisionally
called WPC (after the three hops used -
Willamette, Perle and Columbus) but eventu-
ally entitled THREE. It made its debut at
Smithfest 4, Meadow Rd, Derby on Sept 2nd,
but under the Roger Myring-

chased and which will
increase production
from 26 to 36 barrels per
week. The Black Hole
plant, which occupies
part of a former Ind
Coope bottling plant on
Curzon St, is a modern
10 barrel brew length
operation with a range of
six beers, two of which,
No Escape (5.2 " ABV)
and Red Dwarf (4.5%
ABV) have won SIBA
awards., The current

biggest sellers of their
space- themed beer
range (‘Beers that are out of this world’) are
Supernova (4.8% ABV) and Milky Way (6.0%
ABV) - the former is a premium pale ale
brewed using lager malts and the latter a pale
wheat beer using Mount Hood and Styrian

Goldings hops.

The Steves at work - design pend-
ing, developments in hand

Steve Twells, brewer at the Rowditch and

formerly half of the defunct Danelaw Bry, has-

n't quite sorted the new brewery’s beers yet, the

devised title of "Walking Dead
-after his first customers of the
day, Whim Ales are unusual in

that they very rarely produce
a landmark.

Raw
David Hemstock (pictured left)
of Raw Brewing Company,
Staveley was delighted when he
heard that his Dark Peak won
the Gold at the Peterborough
CAMRA Beer Festival and Grey
Ghost got the Silver in their
classes with Dark Peak also
being the overall Champion,
RAW are just four months old are brewing to

capacity and their whole range was featured

recently at Smithfest 4.

Mr Grundy’s brewery - a truly
local affair - and yet another
brewpub.

Yet another new local brewery, after a pro-
tracted gestation, has opened at Mr Grundy's
lavern in Derby. A small (3.5 barrel brew
length) unit, it will principally serve both the

specials, so this is something of

thus ending the long wait caused by the pub'’s
‘Brewery open soon’ notice, which has excited
interest and frustration in equal measures. The
design, build and installation were done by the
Derby-based Excel Process Systems Ltd and is
a bespoke affair - Ashbourne Rd is a heritage
zone, This meant, for instance, sizing all the
vessels to pass through the brewery door
(room 3) with just 3mm gap to spare.

[he first brews (noted in the 2011 Good Beer
Guide) are Trenchfoot (3.8 - 4.0% ABV) - a
dark, ruby malty bitter; No Mans land (4.5 -
5.0% ABV) a dark (ish) premium best bitter and
Coffinnail (5.0% ABV) - an orange-flavoured
Stout. All are the work of Brian Collins - a long
time regular at Mr Grundy’s - who after 20 years
of home brewing, took up the challenge in his
local, and by Carl Haspel, to do better than the
beers on offer. After a Brewlab (Sunderland)
course and training at Ashover Bry, Brian
worked with Derventio Brewery. Both the latter
are members of the Derby Brewing Co-opera-
tive from whom he has had a great deal of help
and advice. The initial Mr Grundy brews Brian

has developed at home
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Ashbourne Rd, pub
and Carl Haspel's
other establishment,
the Bank House at
Uttoxeter: though it is
hoped that local festi-
vals will also be able
to feature the brews.

The impressively-

enginecered new

Okeover Arms

ch IIJ?;.'&'."M:

Traditional cask ales
Top quality food
[dyllic country pub

Peak Ales Swift Nick plus two
constantly changing gues! ales

10% discount

CLIMATE
B "POWER

Air Conditioning and
Refrigeration Engineers.

Suppliers and Installers of
Mitsubishi Air Conditioning
and Foster Refrigerator
Products.

1 real al
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Email: neiledmunds@
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Mappleton, nr Ashbourne DES 2AB
tel: D131S 350305
www, theoakoverarms.couk,
email: theokeoverarmsia vahoo.co.uk

tion mean that beer
won't be on the bar

until mid October,




Good Beer Guide 2011

now on sale
As always the essen-
tial reference point
wherever you are in
the UK, for the best
real ale pubs in that
locality, this year
the Editors have
squeezed in an
extra ten pages to
accommodate the
growing number of
new breweries. It
also has, by way of

L Baa) Frililang Burw 4 P Canle

breweries has
grown from 28
to 31 in the last
vear despite the
loss of Blue
Monkey, who
have relocated
from Ilkeston to
Giltbrook
(Notts) and
Buxton taking
over Wild
Walker., The

new brewers are

local interest, an
article on Derby pubs -
Perfect pub crawl’

This is the 38th year of the
trood Beer Guide which covers
more than 4500 pubs with details
of food, opening hours, beer gar-
dens, accommodation, transport
links, disabled access and family
facilities, It retails at £15.99
(non-CAMRA members price)
and is edited once again by Roger
Protz. whose perfect pub-crawl
{across Derby) is detailed.

The number of Derbyshire

Mr Grundy’s, Marlpool, Marlow,
RAW and Rowditch, though two
of these are barely off the
ground vet.

The Guide can be purchased at
varying reduced prices, in a
number of pubs in the Derby
area including: Brewery Tap,
Brunswick, Falstaff, Flowerpot,
Mr Grundy's Tavern & Brewery,
Old Silk Mill, Rowditch Inn and
smithfield - all in Derby plus the
Pattenmakers Arms (Duffield)
and Roval Oak (Ockbrook)

Horse & Groom - Not for

sale - Hurrah!

Contrary to an earlier advert in
the Morning Advertiser, which
caused much dismay amongst
both regulars and Derby
CAMRA members, the Horse &
Groom, on the corner of Elms

Street in Derby’s West End, is
NOT now for sale. Adam and
Sarah have decided against the
move, which was down to the
pub being too small to house

their growing family.

Another Brilliant Smith Fest

An evocotive evening shot of the
ever-popular SmithFest at the
Smithfield on Meadow Road in
August. One of the true highlights

of the Derby beer calendar, this
years event was as resou nding a
success as all of its predecessors,

Long may it continue!

blue monkey

brewery

Your local, award winning brewery:

Guerrilla:

2010 SIBA National Champion Stout,

2009 SIBA Supreme Champion Beer

of the Midlands

BG Sips:

Gold (2010 Maldon Beer Festival),

Silver (2010 Devises Beer Festival),
Gold (2009 Peterborough Beer

Festival)
Evolution:

Ape Ale;

Silver (2010 Derby Beer Festival)

Bronze (2009 SIBA Midlands
Competition)

Order Hotline: 0800 028 0329




NEW LEASE OF LIFE FOR
THORN TREE
In the 1960s and 70s The
Thorn Tree (pictured) on the
A610 at Woodlinkin,
Codnor,

near
was a popular
the

Bexon family. The Bexon'’s pio-

Kimberley house run by
necred, locally at least, the bas-
ket meal concept, though fol-
lowing their departure, the
fortunes of the roadside
tavern ebbed and
flowed as licensees
came and went.

A new dawn broke
recently which, on
the evidence of a
recent visit, promises
sustained prosperity.
The other half and |
dropped in on a week-
day lunchtime to find the
car park and pub packed.
The draw, it seems, is Georges
whose award win-
ning fish and chips are ordered
at your table. We both chose
haddock, chips, mushy peas

Tradition,

QWVO

Landlord and Black Sheep
Bitter were also available on
handpump. The Thorn Tree is
open all day with last food
orders at 930 and a Sunday
roast is in the offing. It would
be unsurprising to see further
ventures such as this.

e R

AMBER TURNS TO GOLD
FOR RIPLEY BREWERY
Peter Hounsell,

and tartar sauce from the wide-
ranging menu, washed down
with a pint of Nutbrook
Tradition. The bill, which also
included a soft drink, came in
at a reasonable £18.50. Taylor's

GEQRGES

Bub & Dining

Ripley brewery, Amber Ales, is
celebrating after Chocolate
Orange Stout received Gold in
the

speciality section at

.August’s Great British Beer

Festival's Beer of the Year

proprietor of

awards. A delighted Peter said
“this isn't the first
this popular beer though it's

award for

certainly the most prestigious,
and I'd like to thank co-brewer,
Rachel Clark, for her continued
diligence in the brew house.”

Should you have missed this
perennial brew at the recent
Amber Valley Rail Ale Festival,
you can try it at the two Amber
pubs in Ripley, namely The

Talbot Taphouse, Butterley

Hill, and The Sir Barnes

v Wallis,

r near the hospital.

Maple Avenue,

NO ONE’S CROSS IN
THE KEYS

The Keys
Belper’s Market Place,
which has been graced by
the presence of the late
George Bateman on at least two
occasions, continues to serve
the family brewery’s beers in
fine condition. Half a dozen
hand pulls usually include a
brace of guests, and traditional
cider and perry are welcome

Cross on

additions. Meanwhile, the pub's
erstwhile licensee, Colin
Sinclair, is busy at the nearby,
attractively fronted Imperial
Vaults, find,
amongst others, Greene King
XX Mild, winner of the silver

where vou'll

the Beer of the Year gongs.
Another of our pubs that sells
this dark delight is the
redoubtable Pear Derby
Road, Ripley. Just up the road.
in Alfreton, Old
Farm Public House
uled to reopen, after refurbish-
ment by the Pub People
Company, during mid October
and eight hand pulls will dis-
pense a varietv of

Tree,

Macdonalds

is sched-

local and
regional beers.

®
F | ne Ales orewed
with Buxton Mineral Water
www, BuxtonRealAle.co.uk Gcoﬁ@ﬂuxlonﬂcah\!e co.uk

PUB OF
THE YEAR
This year's
winner, The
Dead Poets,
Holbrook, is
certain to
face fierce
rivalry in
the 2011

award in the mild section of

Quiz - Sunday night
Bass from the jug
Good Beer Guide 2010
Function Room - free hire

4 Crown St - tel: Derby 842844
Lunchtime food every day
open 12-2 & 5-12 Mon-Thurs
and all day Fri to Sun

competition, following a string
of pub reopenings with the
accent on locally sourced real
ale. If you are a CAMRA mem-
ber, resident in Amber Valley,
we invite you to submit your
top five pubs by e-mail to
HYPERILINK
“mailto:maria.curl@hotmail.co
k™ maria.curl@hotmail.co.uk
or telephone/text 07804
361283 quoting your name and
membership number. The cus-

tomary surveying will be car-
ried out later this year, and the
runner up
announced early in 2011,

winner and

AGM

This will be held in the upstairs
room of the
improved pubs in our area, the
Hunter’s Arms, Church Street,
Kilburn, on Thursday 28th
October, starting at 8pm.
CAMRA prides itself on
democracy, so should you wish
to stand for a committee posi-
tion, please let us have your
nomination with a proposer
and seconder, all of whom
must be CAMRA members, by
the start of the meeting.

one of most

AMBER ACTIVITIES
Saturday, 16th October Free
bus surveying pubs in Belper
and Ambergate, departing from
Ripley Market Place at 730pm,
For Alfreton and Belper pick
ups, please ring Nathan.
Thursday, 28th October AGM
at the Hunters Arms, Church
Street, Kilburn, starting at
8pm. Contact Nathan 01773
570675,

Mandrake Root



- Festival, Westgate

2 Erewasn \lallev I}AMIIA Brancll

Suite (opposite The
Twitchel), Westgate

te your
Street, Long Eaton, own e ect¥l cﬂy

Saturday  30th Take advantage of
Oetober, Cider the new feed in tariff

crawl. Start at The

Gener

VACANCIES IN
EREWASH
The branch is looking for a
new membership secretary
since due to work and study
commitments, our old mem

brewery which is at
Oakfield farm, Belper Queens Head, Marlpool at
2pm and continue into
[keston.

Monday 1st November,
7:15pm Committee meeting,
Bulls Head, Breaston.

Road, Stanley Common,
Derbyshire. They are also
still brewing at their old
West Hallam plant. On

Solar PV
panels

bership secretary, Lynne,
long standing, hard working
branch member has stepped
down.
A Derby Drinker correspon-
dent for Erewash is also
needed as | am no longer
able to write this column. If
anyone is interested in either
post please contact the
branch via the website.

Pub for summer has been
voted on and the winner is
The Navigation Inn,
Breaston. Presentation will
be within the November
branch meeting,

Nutbrook brewery are

Saturdays between 9 & 4
they sell their beer straight
from the cask in to take out
containers,

The Stumble Inn, Long
Eaton is having a mini beer
festival & pig roast on
Saturday 6th November.
Staff are still needed for our

beer festival in October, if

interested, please contact the
branch via website.

DIARY DATES
Monday 4th October,
8:30pm, Branch meeting,
Stumble Inn, Long Eaton.
Friday22nd to Saturday 23rd
October, Erewash Beer

Monday Ist November,
8:30pm, Branch meeting, The
Navigation Inn, Breaston,

Saturday 6th November,

Breaston & Draycott. Meet
Navigation Inn 12:00

crawl around

Stephen Boa

tel: 01332 381078

The above advert appeared in DD 135
bereft of Dave’s telephone number, This
was entirely the fault of the Derby Drinker
editorial team and not the advertiser. An

unreserved apology is offered here.

now brewing in their new

THE WOODLARKINN

“OLD TALBOT

FUBLI HOUSE

CAMRA Good Beer Guide
2010 Listed

A traditional two bar pub
with traditional values

Green Man

Good Beer Gurde 2010

At least 3 ever changing
ales on tap at all times

plus Bass and Pedigree

r)

Good range of cask ales
& real ciders

i Main Streeet, Hillan, Debs 5FF
Hirs Rouites - Trent Barton Vi and Va
v oldialbol. eo.uk

£2 o pint every day from 12.00 till 6.00pm
(£2.40 o pint on premiums)

ORI ERTIRVERETR

4 @ttu

IND BEI HII\“\I
30+ REALALES & UI)! RS+ LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Coopers Arms

FRIDAY22xp  SATURDAY 23rp SUNDAY 247
6.00PM-1L30PM  6.00PM-IL30PM  6.00PM-11.30PM

WESTON HALL- WESTON ON TRENT - DERBY - DE72 28]
e ] i _. b x

® Traditional beamed public house.

® Pleasant & private beer garden/smoking area.
® Draught, cosk & regular guest ales & beers.

® Home cooked food.

® Quizzes.

® Pub games.

® Sky Sports.

® Great Prices.

® Friendly staff.

The staff of the recently re-opened and refurbished Woodlark Inn Derby,
would like to welcome all customers new and old.

Now under new ownership having been rescued from one of the larger pub
chains, Derby's newest Freehouse, situated in the West end of the City, invites
all to sample cask ond draught beers and home cooked food in @ warm and

welcoming public house ctmosphere. Come and jein us and sample:

Come in & see us ond re-introduce yourself to one of Derby's traditional pubs

The Woodlark Inn, 76/80 Bridge Street, Derby, DE13LA




I said in DD135 it may be my
last edition as editor. Well it
wasn't quite and here I am
with this one - my 59th actu-
ally following a recount! This
will be my last full edition, cer-
tainly the last one I produce in
Derby as i leave for a village
near York in late October! It is
with heavy heart that I will
relinquish the job of Editor as
[ say it has been a joy largely
and a pain occasionally!

I am going happily to my new
life, and am engaged to a won-
derful girl, Elaine, who resides
in Yorkshirebut will miss the
(many!) visits to Derby’s
tremendous pubs and meeting
s0 many people.

To reflect on my time in
Derby (very nearly my whole
life),and in particular the pubs |
have rated over the years, please
allow a little last indulgence.

Some pubs have maintained
high standards throughout my
time in CAMRA, the Brunswick
and Alex, particularly in the hal-
cyon Mark Robins-era where |
cannol remember having a bad
pint and it served consistently,
for me the best ale in the City.

Also in the 1990s [ fre-
quented the Crompton and York
Taverns, two pubs unlucky not
to have won Pub of the Year in

Birthday Fest at

Flowerpot

The Flowerpot on King Street celebrates 17
vears selling Real Ale in derby with a festival
of Beer from Thursday 21st to Sat 23rd
October. The milestone is 17 years, Lol, Mr
Trust-Me, who has been at the Pot since it
reopened in 1993 has put together a won-
derful selection of30 beers which have been
sold at the Pot throughout this timeline, and
are considered worthy of inclusion.

Live entertainment and food prepared by
‘Our Chell’ including the now-famous 8oz Pot
Burger and homemade Monster Pot Pies. There
is a mystery beer competition, winner gets a
bottle of malt whisky, so put the dates in your

diary!

those different days
of less choice, the
former with Perry
and his eclectic team
providing a haven
for political debate
and musical weirdos
like myself and the
latter under the late
and great Arthur
Watkin selling bril-
liant beer without the

recognition  he
deserved out of his locality.

The Bridge at Shelton Lock
was my suburban local for
many years and you would be
pushed to find a better one so
thanks to Barrie & Carol for
their long-standing efforts.

More recently [ have returned
to City living and frequented
great pubs such as the Falstaff,
Flowerpot, Silk Mill, Horse &
Groom, Grundvs and many
more. Roger at the Smithfield
for me, serves consistently the
best ale in Derby currently, but
some of the others are not far
behind. Apologies if I have
missed anyone, this edition has
been a proper rush!

Finally no round-up of Pips
Pubs would be complete with-
out homage to the Rowditch,
my local for the past six plus
years. Jan & Steve run pubs the
way they should be. No frills,
mixed clientele, mad customers,
eccentric behaviour (and ves,
strange opening times!). 1 have
been grateful for their help

week ago when 1 had thrown
my under-performing mobile
phone at the wall whilst needing
to make a vital call to the north!
Jan ensured customers provided
me with first a phone for my
sim card and second a charger
for the errant phone, adding
“You won't get this service when
you elope!”

Speaking of which, I shall
certainly be drinking less beer
when [ slip off into the shadows,
as we live six miles out of York
with a bus service the kind you
get to Dalbury Lees and no
available village pub. But if you
know me and wish to send me
off I shall be having a Farewell
Party on Saturday 23rd October
at Derby Rowing Club from
7.30, four cask ales including
Pips Farewell by Oakham brew-
ery - much thanks to Lol at the
Pot (pumpclip pictured,
designed by Elaine Kay!) and
some punk rock thrown in o

Cheers Derby!

Pip Southall

Little
Eaton
DE21

tel: 01332 781725

LIVE MUSIC
atthe

KING WILLIAM
MILFORD

SUNDAY 17th OCTOBER
OWEN GERRARD

Irish Singer/ Songwriter
From 6.00pm

THURSDAY 28 OCTOBER

Acoustic Duo

'RUSTY FINGERS'

Ray Hatfieid & Danny Willsan
From 9.00pm

Admissicn Frea
Fot amy further setalin, plamse cad 01337 B40B42

many times,

the latest only a

REE

An invitation from Joan.......
“Have a pint on me! 7

Buy 5 pints of locally

brewed beer and I
[ ou one pint

us Far lum DLl SVEIHING mieals
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«te Gliff Inn, Crich. =
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The Cliff Inn, Town End, Crich, Matlock, DE4 5DP 01773 852444




JTHESPOETYANDICASTLE

2 Alfreton Road, Codnor, Ripley. Derbyshire
O1773 74494150 www . poetandcastie.co.uk

HALLOWEEN
BEER FESTIVAL

28TH TO 215T 0CT08€R

UP T0 60 BEERS AND GDEPS
LéVE MVUSIC EVERY NIGHT

“ ALWAYS POPULAR
w "["“"'“ I.I POP/ ROCK CLASSICS
Open Mic night regulars
f“' uHE BuEGlmes bring Powerpop tothe P+ C
< s mcnON No introduction required

= classic rock - nufT said

HOG ROAST SATURDAY
HALLOWEEN THEME FANCY DRESS ON SATURDAY NIGHT

<> UIDHETT] CLASSIC 60'S POP
r |

e-mail enquiries@poetandcastle.co.uk

Thursday 28th - Saturday 30th October
Second City Suife

100 Sherlock Street, B5 6LT

200 Ales + 40 Ciders & Perries

including LocAle & Vegan bars, foreign beers, fruit wines,
soft drinks, snacks, hot food & live entertainment throughout

ADMISSION  CAMRA members  Non-members LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FROM:

Thurs | 1am-Sem: FREE £2.00

Thurs Sem-| | prm: £2.50 £4.00 Thurs: The Ann Dugean Band
mamw 8% 2% rmesesw

Sat 11am-Spm; £250 £3.50 Sat: Treebeard |
Sat 5pm-1 [ pm: £2,50 £5.00

Plus additional acts throughout the festival

(Al sessions include festival pregramme 3
Ground fioor 15 2 qulet 2one at all times |

E2.50 refordable denosit on commemorative glass.

New Date

New Venue

-

CAMPAIGN
FOR
REAL ALE

Bigger

Festival !!!!

[ Socond City Swie

b Al B

Dear Editor
Until fairly recently the company 1
work for had a warehouse in Parcel

Terrace and through the occasional
visit (plus setting it up when I was
resident for a week), | have become
very acquainted with the many real
ale pubs in Derby. [ count the
Rowditch as my 'local’ whenever I'm
in town.
lacquired the latest edition of Derby
Drinker when [ visited the Beer Festival
in July and I missed out on Steve
Birkin's second brew but was pleased to
see Mr Grundy'’s will be brewing soon.
[ was extremely delighted to learn that
the falstaft had been voted City Pub of
the Year. When I first mentioned to a
few people in Derby that T would be
going into Normanton [ was virtually
warned off. The Falstaff is a fantastic
pub and so worthy of the accolade.
All in all T feel Derby is on a par with
Liverpool and Manchester in the choice
of real ale pubs
Paul Kirsten
SW London CAMRA

That'’s some praise Paul and I feel
it shows how locals take Derby for
granted, certatnly in terms of beer
choice and quality, if not pub inte-
riors and fabric. As a soon to be

. visitor to the City I can share your

comments whole heartedly - Pip

Derby CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2003

The
Smithfield

www.thesmithfield.co.uk

On the banks of the Derwent
Quarter mile from the
Railway Station & from

the Market Place

DESIGN

LITHO PRINT

COLOURSTRERAM

h Lo,
." -

DIGITAL PRINT

Riverside Court, Pride Park, Derby. Tel: 01332 224860 www.colourstream.co.uk

Golden
Bud (3.8%)

Brampton
Best (4.2%)

open: Thurs & Fri

B RANVIERONY

CASK CONDITIONED BEERS

Off licence at brewery for bottled stock and ins
plus a range of int'emtin- Belgian botﬁedm j
| 7 pm, Sat 9 -12am

BRAMPTON BREWERY LTD
Unit 5, Chatsworth Business Park
Chatsworth Rd, Chesterfield. 5S40 2AR

Impv Dark Wasp
(4.3%) Nest {5.0%)

tel: 01246 221680 / www.bramptonbrewery.co.uk




"“0LD POETS' CORNER

THE HOME OF
HESTERFIELD DERBYSHIRE 545 OE bl 4 g s i
OPEN MUSIC SESSIONS EVERY,
TUESDAY.& SUNDAY.NIGHTS

CHESTERFIELD & DISTRICT CAMRA
‘§sd PUB OF.THE YEAR 2006 &2009

Kim & Jackie, Anne, Joe and all our staff welcome you to our
=7 AT NN

BEER FESTIVAL

THURS {45dmn 1o
SUIN] 17
hOVvereb0:BeensiéuCiderns

WITH FOUR NIGHTS OF ENTERTAINMENT
v RUFF ' REDDY® .0
w1 -AI= [(FANre=

www.oldpoets.co.uk - email enquiries@oldpoets.co.uk
Telephone: 01246 590888

FALCIITE DD
LA - RA K
Wi W

P

WHITE SHIELD

114 124 13
NOVEMBER 2010

featuring

OVER 20 REAL ALES!

LIVE MUSIC FROM:
THUR 11th FRI 12th SAT 13th

PAUL EVANS PRO RATA NEIL DIAMOND

Tribute
FREE PINT for anyone dressed as a SUPERHERO!
Helping to raise money for HELP FOR HEROES Charity

HELP for

HEROES
www.horseandgroomderby.co.uk

PARKER STREET DERBY

Six Real Ales - Trad Ciders, ‘Dm:gﬁ!‘ Confinental &
Fruit Beer - \5’:':3953 Malls and Fruit Wines

_Upsn A0 ﬁay Evm_-y ﬁ”j’

__I:_f:‘uc _I"n!‘crfn:’nnmn! Euc'ry T;‘fd;!y Ash R

_"Erop Notch Food Every f)ﬁf};f in our Bar, v

;.;_ﬁﬁ{fg_uqr_n’ [arifi roar
WWW. princessvic. co. uk

Tel: 01629 593458



GHOSTLY GOINGS ON IN THE LOCAL

Consider! Dear Taper, as the days shorten and
the leaves begin to fall, those dark and chill
evenings of Autumn, when many a cosy fire is
lighted and topers gather around the welcom-
ing hearths of their local hostelries to converse
with one another.(NOTE: [n certain establish-
ments that would be assuming that they could

Dear™

be heard above the piped so

called “music” blaring

[rs——

out, usually chosen by
the teenage mutant
tattoo beasts from
Hell behind the
bar to entertain =
themselves, with- "-\ AH b@@rg
out any regard \ [ PR
whatsoever !':n' the \'\\ #"‘*' f\J
clientele).
As the evening progresses

towards its close the usual topics of conversa-

\-\_‘_\_‘___‘_____'_,_/’

tion are one by one exhausted; the Weather (it’s
raining again); Television (they've come to the
it); Sport (the talk revolves
around newspaper allegations of the off field,,

pub to escape

drugged up, violent, seven in a bed sex romps of

some overpaid footballer); and then of course
there is the vexed issue of the ever rising tax on
a pint (the majority of which seems to be spent
on giving morons cash incentives to breed. is
the general consensus of those present).

As closing time nears, the pub has emptied save
for its stalwart regulars, still chatting around
the dying fire, and the blustery autumnal wind
moaning in the chimney prompts talk of the
supernatural and the pub ghost, which is hardly
surprising since most hostelries seem to boast
at least one spectral regular whether it be a
headless woman, or a legless man (the latter
abound at closing time).

“Why should there be so many ‘sightings’ of

ghosts in pubs?” I hear you ask Dear Toper.
Well, it might be that Scrooge was right, when
he dismissed the apparition of Jacob Marley as

being caused by, “a fragment of underdone

[ Top&rhuw. |

no/

N /

potato’, (amongst
other things) act-
ing upon his
senses, and if that
were so, it is little
wonder that some
pubs are awash
with 'sightings’
when one consid-
ers the bland,
microwaved, gut
rotting slop, they
seem to serve up
as, “Pub Grub”
One assumes that
the various food
induced hallucina-
tions will reach
their peak come
Halloween, which comes around year after year
like a skeleton on a roundabout, bringing with
it a seasonal plague of plastic spiders and their
attendant nylon webs, all lovingly draped
around the local hostelry by barmaids dressed
up like weird, over made up, hybrids that
appear to be half Bunny Girl and half Wicked
Witch of the West! Cheap, tacky plastic *Horror”
decorations abound, and it's not just in the
pub, they infest

Coach

orses

CHESTER GREEN

f DRAUGHT BASS
AT IT’S BEST
PLUS GUEST ALES

15p DISCOUNT
FOR ALL
CAMRA MEMBERS

LIVE FOOTBALL

= ' —— —
sl [SvIsrorTs] 4 EDIE
LEAGUE g

Mansfield Road, Chester Green
Derty, DEI 3RF
Telephone: 01332 258901

ding for next doors cat, which has been
dumped there by one of the neighbours - if
only we could so easily dispose of the myth of
manmade global warming, lager louts, and the
teenage mutant tattoo beasts from Hell behind
the bar!
Consider that, Dear Toper!

D.T.

many a home as
well, where
spoilt brats lap
| them up, bliss-
/  fully unaware of

the real "Horror™;

that being the Third
World sweatshops,
where children of their
own age slave to churn
out the trick or treat
trash that is after only
one night’s use slung in
the wheelie bin, where
it is recycled as bed-

Cooper’s Tavern

Cross St, Burton upon Trent, DE14 1EG  tel: 01283 532551

Autumn Beer Festival

Thursday October 21st to Saturday 23rd
open 12 till 12 - Food available all sessions
Live Entertainment Friday & Saturday

25 + REAL ALES & 10 scrumpy ciders
Regional Cider Pub of the Year 2008/09/10

Rising Sun Inn
Middlcton h_y irksworth DE4 418
Octoberfest
Peak District
BEERS

Sat 23rd to Sat 30th Oct

ales from: Peak Stones. Spire
Wirksworth, Wincle & Thornbridge
Live entertainment both Saturdays

tel: 01629 82242

The HBarrington Armse

Grove Close, Thulston DE72 3EY

Local free house & Restaurant

A traditional villnge public house offering fresh
Home Coeking (Chef proprictor) Bar food to A La
Carte. Traditional 2/3 course Sunday lunch
4 cask conditioned 3 : Earl™s Ale and
Dranght Bass always available

telephone: 01332 571798
Good Beer Guide 2011
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Stringer, Derby Drinker’s
pub food critic goes forth
in search of our national
dish. Or is it?

It’s a sad state of affairs when what I
perceive to be our country’s no.1 dish
sits a lowly 3rd behind pizza (UK’s no.1) and curry (UK's ne.2). Is it
because curry and pizza are so readily available as take aways or super-
market processed versions, or is it a sign of our diverse food culture? Can
you see this ever happening to pasta in Italy or steak frites in France?........]
think we know the answer to that one.

Well this time round I'm on the lookout for a decent plate of fish and chips
I'd like to find something other than the ever present cod and haddock, but
maybe I'm expecting too much for this most land locked of places.

Day one I'm at one of Bespoke Inn's newest acquisitions, the Cross Keys at
Turnditch. An agreeable refit sees an eclectic mix of chairs and tables with a
modern lick but retaining the old and it's good to see they've preserved a
‘drinkers’ domain. At £8.95 my cod and chips were acceptable, if 1 was to find
fault I'd say a decent sized wedge of lemon rather than the sliver [ received and
another couple of minutes at the higher temperature would have ensured my
chips looked like they'd been on holiday in Corfu rather than Cardiff.....a bit
pale to say the least.

Next port of call is also my second foodie raid on the Brewery Tap. Their fish
and chips at £7.50 was golden and crisp with a fine homemade tangy tartar,
but it was certainly more batter than fish and the potato wedges were sadly life-

Three pub fest in Chester Green
goes well

August bank holiday saw the first The other two venues faired far
Chester Green Ale Trail, a collabora-
tion of three public houses, all on
Mansfield Road, Chester Green area,
the Coach and Horses,The Duke of
Clarence and The Bridge Inn. The
idea was to offer the discerning

better with The Bridge dispensing 14
different casks and The Coach nine,
covering a wide range of ales as both
pubs are signed up to the SIBA
scheme. Entertainment ranged from
a Frank Sinatra tribute act on the

less. It was disappointing after the fine meat pie | had here last time,

Perusing through an earlier edition of the Drinker I came across an
article on the legendary George's Fish and Chip shop in Belper acquiring
the Thorn Tree at Woodlinkin. Well that’s gotta be worth a look. However
my lack of a Sat-Nav sent me on an extensive tough of Ripley and district
and with seconds to go before the 2pm lunchtime food curfew I dived into
the Poet & Castle at Codnor. Haddock and chips with mushy peas, £5.95,
and a pint of Ashover brewery’s Poets Tipple. Th ck cut haddock in a light
batter, hand cut chips and the customary mushy peas were a bang-on-
belly-full. [ later found out that the Thorn Tree was just a little bit further down
the road and by all accounts has got them queuing out the door for their fish
suppers!

The Mundy Arms at Mackworth has recently gone through vet another
refurb to bring this A52 dining pub back up to date. Pollock and chips (£7.29)
was 4 must. So to be told it wasn't

available was more disappointing
than a Derby County home game.
OK, so I'll just have the British cod
and chips (£8.29), a pub freezer sta-
ple. What, no cod and chips either.
How can a dining pub fail to have two

of its best selling dishes on the menu?
After that the meal went downhill,
sticky table, messy cutlery, and poor
Fine ales and
excellent restaurant
food in relaxed
convivial
surroundings
Hotel facilities

salad. Sorry, but I'm off to join the
queue at Georges, Pizza and

CULTY.veoeennn YOU Wi

Repton Road,
Newton Solney,
Derbyshire DELS 05G
Tel: 01283 703324

style Ale Trail Map in the near future.
The Coach and Horses also give
15p per pint discount on ALL cask

UNICORN

ales to CAMRA members on produc-

tion of current membership details.

drinker a choice of cask ales available
at each of the venues matched with
entertainment over the four days for
the enjoyment of locals and trekkers
alike,

Because of a change of management
at the Duke ( three landlords in as many
weeks ) the input was not as committed
as hoped, however the new incumbents,
Chris and Sharon are looking at being
there long term with Old Trip on as a
regular together with the Abbotts and
Hardy Hanson Kimberly bitter

Friday at The Bridge, climaxing with
a live set by rock n' roll band Rip It
Up', karaoke and hog roast in The
Coach car park on the Monday after-
noon which attracted in excess of 250
people and gave Mick his best days
taking ever in the three and half years
he has heen at the Coach.

Stuart (Bridge) and Mick (Coach)

hope this is the first of many such

joint ventures which will involve

more cask ale outlets east of the river.
Look out for a "London Underground’

Smooth, well rounded
monesh Pale Ao

Digtinctive. hoppy
Sersion Biae

‘urcﬂm’

Lagger-uryle panely
hopy wath dry finsk

R Yatuaned Lpscy
Conander wheat Deer

[y Ty g b B

WHIM ALES

QUALITY HANDCRAFTED ALES

VY WaIITL Loy,
duminctve Amarilio hopped
Preeruiun Paln

AHNT DAL Tok 1 304 B4091_ Lmuail: indopwhimuies o sk

Light, chean, hoppy
Gession Ale

Mature. uimoakh
W ey de et
Raatt ity weld Fapped
trachtional style ale

+ Long Buton Groen, w190

Westgate Suvite, Westgate, Long Eaton
Entrance on Westgate

Friday 22nd & Saturday 23rd October 12 noon - 11.00pm

- before 6.00pm -
CAMRA members -

- after 6.00pm -

Entertainment both evenings from 8.00pm

www.erewash-camra.org
Ve reserve the right %o refuse admission




Derby CAMRA Branch Diary

Everyone is welcome at Derby CAMRA socials, meetings and trips. Here is a list of forthcoming events.

OCTOBER
Thursday 7th - Social/Cider Tour. 8.30 Five Lamps, Flower Pot, Silk Mill.
Wed 13th Branch Meeting, Brunswick Inn
Thurs 14th - Nottingham Beer Festival, Nottingham Castle Grounds.
Sat 16th Matlock /Matlock Bath, llluminations and Fireworks
This will be a mid afternoon start visiting some of the pubs in Matlock before
making our way to Matlock BathCatch the 3.50 pm train from Derby Railway
Station then up the hill to the Thorn Tree (GBG-listed) then back down into
Matlock (there are a couple of other pubs we can visit in Matlock if people want.
Walk through along the river inte Matlock Bath and the illuminations, we then
have the Devonshire / County & Station pubs. I suggest we get to the Temple Hotel
for 8.30 ish, the fire works are at 9pm. Then finally, the Princess Victoria and
home. Trains back are 9.39 pm and 22.57 pm. You can alternatively make you
own way, the Trent 6.1 leaves at the same time as the train but from the Bus
Station (obviously) however the last bus back is 9.35 pm
Wed 20th - Social/Mini Town survey 8.30 Babington then Crompton
Friday 22nd - Survey/Social, Aston, Weston, Ingleby, Milton, (By Free Mini
Bus)Meet at the Cathedral green coach stop 7.00pm. Return by 11.30.
Wed 27th - Social/Mini Town survey 8.30 fromMr Grundys, Ashbourne Road
Fri 29th - Survey/Social Shardlow Area (by public transport)
Catch the Skylink bus from Derby Bus Station (Bay 12) at 7.05pm. Return bus
is either 10.03pm or 11.03pm at the Dog and Duck. Shardlow (back in town by
18 minutes past the hour),

NOVEMBER

Wed 3rd - Social - Exeter and Smithfield, Derby
Exeter Arms 8.30pm, The Snuthfield, 9.30pm
Saturday 6ith - Mini Bus Survey/Social, Spondon, Stanley, Smalley, Horsley, Little Eaton

(By Free Mini Bus)

A trip to the north east corner of our branch area with
plenty of GBG pubs and some former country pub of
the year winners as well, should offer us plenty of choice and a variety of Locales.
Meet at the Cathedral Green coach stop 6.30pm (please note slightly earlier time).
Return by 11.30 pm. To book on the trip please let me know your membership num-
ber and contact number (ideally mobile) to secure a place.

Thurs 11th Branch Meeting Ye Olde Spa, Abbey Street

Wed 17th — Social - Burton Bridge Brewery Tour & Skittles Evening, Bridge St, Burton
Upon-Trent, 7pm. Please be there by 7 pm (7.30 pm at the latest) to allow a bit of time
to socialise and practice our skittles prowess before we start the brewery tour. If you
haven®t been round brewery before — now’ your chance to visit a great locale one!

Burton is easily accessible from Derby by bus or train. Suggest those traveling from the
city center use the 18,05 pm or 18,37 pm train from Derby Railway station; return times
are 2240 pm and 23.39 pm.There is also a number of Trent Villager bus options for
those in the Hilton, Repton, Willington area.

Sat 20th ~ Survey - Patten Makers & Kings Head, Dutfield (public transport)

Meet at the Patten Makers from 8.00pm and the Kings Head at 9.00pm

Transport: 7.35pm (or 8.35pm) Trent 6.3 from the bus station, return bus at 10.23pm
or 10.53pm back to Derby.

Thur 25th - Social - Rowditch 8.30pm

Sat 27th - Mini Bus Survey/Social, Parwich, Fenny Bentley, Ashbourne (by free
mini bus)

Meet at the Cathedral Green coach stop 6.30pm (please note slightly earlier
time). Return by 11.30 pm. To book on these trips please let me know vour
membership number and contact number (ideally mobile) to secure a place.
Contact - Dean Smith on 07703 458623 or HYPERLINK
“mailto:Socials@derbycamra.org.uk” Socials@derbycamra.org.uk or
dean? Ismith@btopenworld.com

Visit our unique cellar bar at

The Flowerpot

King Street, Derby
tel (01332) 204955

Try our continually changing

range of real ales in the
warm surroundings of a
traditional town pub

Hi If..'iuh! Mo J;ﬁ}}' 1o _"\'ermfdj-'
Sunday lunches a speciality

LARGE FUNCTION ROOM

Seven Stars
97 King St DET e

Seven Real Ales
at all times
Beer (Garden

Ashbourne Rd

DERBY DE22 3AD
tel: 01332 349806

tel 01332 340169
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Beaconsfield Club

1 Wilson St, DERBY. DE1 1PG
‘A Haven of Comfort in the City Centre’

4 Top class Snooker tables
Homemade meals, bar snacks & sandwiches
Open: 12pm - 2.00 pm (exc Sun) & 7.00 - 11pm
Quote: ‘DERBY DRINKER’ for Free Entry

Tel: 01332 345745

www.beaconsfieldclub.co.uk

email:beaconsfieldclub@supanet.com

-
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01629 641000

thornbridgebrewery.co.uk

Derby Drinker Publication Schedule 2010/11
Advance notice for contributions and advertisers. These are the proposed dates for the pub-
lication of Derby Drinker. Copy deadlines will be strictly adhered to. Any photographs,
logos, graphics etc are preferred in jpeg format. If using Word please send as Plain Text.
Thank you - The Editor,

Issue No. Publication Date Copy Deadline
DD 137 December 2010 20 Noyember 2010
DD 138 February 2011 20 Janvary 2011

Advert Copy Deadline 10th of each respective month.
Contact: John Arguile 01332 348559 or email: johnarguile@yahoo.co.uk. \

28 YEARS
of BREWING FINE BEERS

O =ON

Locally Brewed

plus Nine: a blissful 4.2% ale trom Bishops

CROSSWORD No 21 by Wrenrutt 5 i

S b e S Castles ‘other brewerv (3)

27. That is, shortly, mixed into verv drunk state, but
not subordinate ()

28. Leicestershire home of Horseshoes on the way
—_ - - - to Melton Mowbray (&)

29, "Yes, let it be full of resolve (6)

DOWN
1. Irn by Glossop Station with opportunity is soimeone
who tops the bill (4.4)
2 A theologian surrounded by German wine? Thats
fishw! (7)
3 Conference whene Ancient Gresks drank together (9)
5 . Leadmills 4.5% alés a sign of bad weather, perhaps
(7.7)
6. Tweak ‘e’ alternative slighthy 1 find ways out (5
7 .Churchin Pine Tree State could mean a motorbike (7
8. Jumble of runs by Kent, say, results in medical car
ers (6)
9, CAMRA Members' ----- - & a tvpe of unit
trust for them (10.4)
16, Fverands<.24% bitter, defi
I7. Midlands Pottery town, for example: a Shrog
house (8)

ACROSS

1. Dise, historically, contains coarse-grained rock (3)

4. Pale ale from Windsor Castle, and Derby CAMRAS county pub of
the year (3.3)

10, A damn boil of the belly (9)

11, Runic mix-up becomes liable (5)

12. Most woe around for this pair (7)

13, Fire up, or breathe in (7)

14, Jungle Books mongoose hero’s first name element (5)

19. Hang up and end the engagement? (4.3
21 Luclows riverby the Greek love-god almost a1

| question (7)

22 Assodiate Chartered Accountant taded by the US Intelligence Agency,
atree (6)

M. Church official or shrub (5)

Aswellas this Dertry Drinker tssue. access to Charbers Dictionary, the
Bible (GBG 2010). Send completed entries o the editor stating in which

15.She's to get her things, partially, in one place (8)
18.1 leave Melchior for told’ to arrange a neolithic monument ((8)

20 A beer by mvitation only (3)
23, Prisoner qualification cobbled together for a musical entertain-

mient (7)

putb you picked up Derby Drinker Corvect grids will go inio adraw for
a£ 10 prize, Wirner of Crossword No 18 15 Steve Foster of Wild Street,
Derty wha picked up s copy of DD int the Horse & Groom.

SOLUTIONS to CROSSWORD No 20 by Wrenrutt

ACROSS1. SCHIST 4.GREEN MAN 10, ABDOMINAL 11.INCUR 12, TWOSOME 13. INSPIRE 14.RIKKI 15 TOGETHER |8 CROMLECH
20, GUEST 23, CONCERT 25 NORFOLK 26 CLOUD 27. LIEGELESS 28, ASFORDBY 29.STEELY

DOWN L STAR TURN 2 HADDOCK 3. SYMPOSIUM 5. ROLLING THUNDER 6. EXITS 7. MACHINE 8. NURSES 9. INVESTMENT CLUB
16. TIGER BEST 17, STOKESAY 19, RING OFF 21. EROTEME 12, ACACIA 24. ELDER

Derby Drinker is distributed free of
charge to pubs in and around the
city. Published by the Derby Branch
of the Campaign for Real Ale and
printed by Colourstream Litho,
Riverside Road, Pride Park, Derby.

Edited by Pip Southall: 11 St
Matthews Close, Naburn, York,
YO19 4RT

Tel: 07514035347 (NOTE NEW
NUMBER)
email:sirpippo@aol.com
website:www.derbycamra.org.uk

Advertising rates: 43 x 65mm
£40, 43 x 90mm £50, 90 x 60mm
£60, Quarter-page £95 Discount
tor advanced payment. Contact:
John Arguile 01332 348559 or
email: johnarguile@yahoo.co.uk.

Other contributors for this issue:
John Arguile, Stephen Boa, Dave

Caister, Paul Gihson, Flaine Kay,

Martin Roper, Dean Smith, Jon
Turner & Mick Vickers.

Additional Photographs: John
Arguile, Mick Thomas,

@Derby CAMRA 2010.
Opinions expressed in
Derby Drinker are not
necessarily those of the
editor nor the Campaign
for Real Ale.




