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Quiet revolution for smaller brewers
as Pubco pub sales increase?

unch Taverns have announced
P that it is to sell even more pubs.

The pubco has put up for sale 300
of its pubs that are currently in its
‘turnaround division’. Of these, 90% of
them are freehold and have vacant pos-
session. Christies who are selling the
properties expect most of them to
remain as pubs. Also during the past
vear Enterprise Inns has sold 270 pubs
which has raised over £100m.

It really sounds as though we shall see
more and more pubs coming onto the mar-
ket. So this could mean more free houses,
and locally, more Project William pubs, This
can only be good for pubs and beer choice,

The quiet revolution is gathering momen-
tum as more players are entering the game,
providing good pubs selling local heers
from microbreweries and regional brewers.
We have seen schemes such as Project
William from Everards, which allows small
breweries to open pubs in tandem with the
Leicester brewer but selling their own beers,
and. crucially, at a reasonable price.

The Poet & Castle at Codnor is a prime
example of how this can work. Derby
Drinker is aware of another local micro-
brewery that is about to take on its own pub
in a similar project and others are also dip-

‘The Alex’ - Derby'’s true real Ale
Champion, Siddals Rd Derby
Tynemill house - Derby CAMRA birthplace

Good quality range of Continental Beers
on draught and Bottled

PRIDE OF DERBY

Beer of the moment

Quintessential

ping their toes in the water. il v & (5.8% RBV)

What with these schemes and othermore beer s
independent pub companies svmpatheticto  will be For Your Beer needs:
smaller brewers such as Judy Taverns;(as on the Mobile: 07887 556788
reported in DD 129), the growth of increase. /

Thornbridge and the emergence of Tipple
Taverns (see inside) taking on the bigger
companies things can only improve. Local
brewers should find more opportunities to

Brewery Tap Festival

A second beer festival will take place at the
Derby Brewery Tap on Derwent Street
from 26th November. It runs from the
Thursday to the Saturday and features 30
beers in an indoor environment.

get their ales into more and more pubs.
The numbers of pubs may be in decline

but perhaps at last, the abundance of

quality pubs with real choice of distinc-
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Derby CAMRA 9th Winter Beer
Festival beckons

The next Derby CAMRA Winter Beer

Festival will return to its ‘traditional’

February dates under a new

Chairman, Ralf Edge.
The festival has not

only changed it’s date

back to the tradi-

real ales, and if beer is not for you it will also
[eature real cider, a wide range of conti-
nental bottled beers as well as

wine and soft drinks.
Keep vour eyes on the
next issue of Derby

.

D ©  Drinker and the Winter
tional weekend but ™= = Festival page
the opening hours 3 © (http://www.derby-

have also been over-
hauled! The festival
will  run from
Thursday 4th February
until Saturday 6th
February, opening 6pm-11pm
on Thursday and llam-11pm on both
Friday and Saturday in the Darwin Suite of
the Derby Assembly Rooms.

The festival will feature over 100 different

camra.org.uk/Winter-

Festival.php) on the

Derby CAMRA website
for more information.

FALSTAFF BREWERY

BREWERS OF COSMIC ALES
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Real Ale Drinkers
Love it in The Ditch

The Rowditch Inn
246 Uttoxeter Road. Derby

for a constantly
changing range of
real ales

DERBY CITY PUB
OF THE YEAR 2006

F'o ORDER OUR BEERS
CALL 07947242710

www.falstaffbreweryv.co.uk




Vanished Pubs of Derby

11. Refreshment House,

Curzon Street/Tal

bot Street corner

This may not be a really old
vanished pub, the building
finally being demolished this
summer, but the Refreshment
House (as it was) really disap-
peared in 1993 when new
owners renamed it Freddie’s
Bar (after Mercury, the late
(Queen frontman).

It began life, in a building
dating from the 1860s, as the
rather grandly-named Great

Derby CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2003

www.thesmithfield.co.uk

On the banks of the Derwent
Quarter mile fromthe
Rallway Station & from

the Market Place

Green Man
Willington

Good range of cask al
& real ciders

tel 01283 702377

Northern Refreshment House
as it stood opposite what was
intended to be the main
entrance to Friar Gate Railway
Station. Plans altered and the

turreted cobbled drive off

Stafford Street subsequently led
to the Goods Yard, the station
refreshment rooms became a
sort of folly.

Since the 1930s it was owned
by Offilers (note the old brew-
ery lettering washed over and
fading above the corner door)
and thereafter Bass.

In the early 1980s, from when
this Eric Streets photograph
dates, the ‘Refresh’ was still sell-
ing Draught Bass and the pub
had a strong darts and domi-
noes following.

The fate of the building was
sealed when the long-overdue
and much unwanted Ring Road
extension began to become an
ugly reality. Soon there will be
no sign that there ever was a
street corner there,

Patten-

makers
Arms

Quiz - Sunday night
Bass out of the jug
- Function Room -

4 Crown St Tel: Derby 842844

lunchtime food (Wed to Sun)
open 12-2& 5-12Mon to Fri
and all day at weekends

Good Beer Guide 2010
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now on

Year after year it becomes
more difficult to say any-
thing new about this essen-
tial cask ale drinkers com-
panion, so I won't really try
too hard. Just buy a copy as
soon as possible!

Suffice to say it is an essen-
tial reference point for any
real ale and great pub afi
cionado and the reader is let
down very rarely.

Edited once again by Roger

Protz, this is the 37th vear of

the Good Beer Guide with
details of 4,500 pubs across the
UK, it retails at £14.99 (non-
CAMRA members price). It is
interesting to that
Derbyshire is listed as having

note

no fewer than 28 breweries. As
recently as 2003 we had six.
The Guide can he purchased,
at varying reduced prices, ina
ying
number of pubs in the Derbs
area including: Alexandra,

Brunswick, Old Silk Mill,
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HORSECIGROOM
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(Duffield),
Flowerpot, Horse & Groom,
Derby Brewery Tap, Mr
Grundy's, Green Man
(Willington), George (Ripley),
0ld Oak (Horsley Woodhouse),
Cross Keys (Belper), Cliff Inn
Crich), Royal Oak (Ockbrook),
Smithfield, Falstaff, Rowditch
and Dead Poets (Holbrook).

Pattenmakers

NEW ENTRY IN THE

CAMRA pPUB OF THE YEAR
2009 FINALIST

www. horseandgroomderby.co.uk

PARKER STREET

CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE
2010

DERBY




blue monkey

brewery

blue monkey

brewery

f5¢ .
Evolution

4.3% Golden Ale from Oerbyshire

@ 07500 555595

www.bluemonkeybrewery.com

S

blue monkey

brewery

CAMPAIGN
FOR
REAL ALE

Burton & South Derbyshire Branch “Real Ale Times”

The Branch ran yet another successful beer
festival, our 30th Summer Festival over the
17th-19th September. At close of the bars, on
the Saturday evening, we still had a choice of
around 32 beers, even if only a few pints in
each! No complaints about running out of
beer here, so fine work by our cellar team.

SOCIAL DIARY

Wed 7th Oct, Branch Meeting 8pm, Colville
Arms, Lullington

Fri 23rd Oct, Mystery Trip PLUS coach from
Burton Bridge 6.30 pm. Names to Dickie
Tues 3rd Nov, Branch Meeting 8pm, Branston
Arms

Sat 7th Nov, Young members pub crawl
around Birmingham. Noon from Burton
Railway Station. Contact Pete Fletcher (via

Dickie).

Fri 20th Nov, West Notts/East Derby pub trip.
6.45 from Burton Bridge. Names to Dickie
Dickie Allen 0794 708132/ 01283 814730 or
dickiemint@lineone.net

Tuesday 8th December, Branch meeting 8pm
Cock Inn, Hanbury.

Friday 11th December, Branch Christmas
Meal. Details from Mayv Arthur

[marthur@hotmail.co.uk

Other branch members are welcome 1o join

us on any social, subject to space.

CIDER AT EARLS COURT

Five tubs of Scropton Cider from South
Derbyshire appeared at the 2009 GBBE

chumms meet at the Exeter Arms [l

PUB NEWS

The Rams Head had closed but reopened a
fortnight later.
The Corner House, Burton was under new
management but no Real Ale as yet.
Dorbiere who have taken over the Elms is
part of LWC a major drinks wholesale
group, It runs 40 managed pubs in the North
of England. Its beers come [rom Inbev and
S&N and the company has only a marginal
interest in cask ale.
The Chesterfield had closed in January and
was sold to a developer. Rumours are that it
will be demolished for housing.
The Greyhound at Woodville will remain as
a pub but will have a large restaurant
attached.

Dickie Mint

[



Real Ale fan Russell Crowe
in Ashbourne brewery tour

There was a sur-
prise in store for
drinkers in the
Green Man &
Blacks Head in
Ashbourne in
August  when
Hollywood film
actor Russell Crowe
popped in for a pint
and ended up hav-
ing a 30 minute tour of the
Leatherbritches Brewery based
at the old inn.

Brewer Edward Allingham
takes up the story:"Apparently he
was staying at Callow Hall where
they stock bottles of our beer.
Together with some rugby-play
ing Aussie mates they drank the
place dry. Upon finding out we
brewed just a few miles down the
road, Crowe declared ‘Come on
lads we're going there now!’

“He came up to me and said
‘Hello mate I'm Russell, could |
have a look around the brewery?’

I said ‘Of course’but [ had noidea

then who he was”

Crowe proceeded to put his
head into a fermenting vessel and

it nearly knocked him sideways!

The party had their pint and took

away a healthy supply of bottles
of Leatherbritches beer.

The New Zealand-born actor,
who was staying in Derbyshire
whilst shooting scenes for the
film Robin Hood, is best known
for the lead role in Gladiator,

Our picture shows Edward, front
left, next to Russell Crowe in the
brewery. It is from someones

mobile but it’s the best we have!

ailway
Tavern

Station Road HATTON DEG65 5EH
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Dunkirk

diversity

The Dunkirk Tavern on Bakewell
Street, Derby has taken a couple of
interesting side steps to boost
trade. A colourful chalkboard on
Drewery Lane points towards the
Dunkirk and informs the observer
that the Dunkirk Breakfast & Cafe
Bar is open from %am to 2pm. In

[ addition bed & breakfast is also

now on offer at the pub, in newly

refurbished rooms.

New hosts at
Etwall pub

It was reported in DD 129 that
the Spread Eagle at Etwall had
become a Judy Tavern (as
opposed to a Punch one) and that
Tim Barlow was the licensee. Tim
has subsequently left and is con-
centrating solely on the neigh-
bouring Hawk & Buckle. The
incumbent couple running the
Spread are Rob & Christine
Hague, licensees of repute who
have in their CV the Monks

Bridge at Stretton, Bridge Inn at

Cap & Stocking

20 Borough St,
tel: 01509 558029
food12to2and 6to 8
Two petanque pistes

Shelton Lock, the Malt Shovels at
both As [rent and
Shardlow, Crewe & Harpur,

ton-on

Swarkestone and the Ferrers
Arms at Sinfin. Ridiculously con-
sidered ‘too old’ by Marstons Rob
is delighted to be back in the
trade and the LocAle beers are
continuing at the pub, starting

with Derventio.

A DERVENTIO BREWERY

On sale now at the brewery, ideal for
those summer B-B-Q’s and parties:

- 4 Different beers in Bottles

- 10 or 20L Beer in a Box

-4.5 or 9 Gallon Cask Beer

- Bar Hire including hand pump,
chiller and cask beer.

Email, call or visit us to order yours now.
Brewery open Saturdays between 10:00 & 14:00

Why not visit our
brewery tap for a
Brewery tour or
Private Party

.'.‘.- ! ) \-- [
Family & biker friendly pub with good
food and large beer garden.
Open: 11.30 - 12 Mon - Sat & 12 -11 Sun

Food:12-2(12 -4 Sun) & 5 -9 (not Sun)

tel:01283 815149

L2

Now taking bookings for
Christmas Parties.

Parties from 10 -50 people
Prices start from £10

[t] 01283 733111 |e] enquiries@derventiobrewery.co.uk
www.derventiobrewery.co.uk








































