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New CAMRA sub-branch forms as Amber

Valley gain autonomy

Pete Hounsell, chair-elect of Amber Valley CAMRA sub-branch, flanked by Derby

Chairman John Arguile and Nathan Dilley at the meeting in the George at Ripley

here has been much talk over the years
Tlhal the area centred around Ripley had
enough CAMRA activists to be able to run
its own branch of the Campaign. The primary
step to this is to form a sub-branch of Derby, the

parent branch. At a packed meeting held at the
George in Ripley on 18th September it was

agreed to set up the Amber Valley sub branch of

the Derby Branch of CAMRA.
The area covered at the moment is Ripley,
Belper

swanwick, Riddings, Somercotes,

Oakerthorpe, South Wingfield and Alfreton. For

CENTRAL BAR SUPPLIES

DERBY’S ONLY
PARTNER
WHOLESALER

of INBEV UK and
SCOTCO products

plus all other KEG
& CASK ales stocked

WINES & SPIRITS, ALCOPOPS
and BOTTLED BEERS
at DISCOUNTED PRICES

CASH & CARRY Open:
Mon - Fri 8.00 am to 12.00 am
Sat & Sun 8.00am to 10.00am

UNIT 1, ALICE STREET WORKS
ALICE STREET, DERBY

Tel: (01332) 296683
Mobile; 07957 364836

the time being Heanor
remains in Erewash
Valley branch, though
it is in the Amber
Valley district, and
there is a bit of sorting
out to do over the area
round Brackenfield
and Wessington.
Branch
John

Derby
Chairman
Arguile canvassed
everybody who was
present and there are
clearly enough mem
bers willing to serve in
committee positions to

make the sub branch viable. It was also agreed that

sub branch Chairman should be Peter Hounsell, of

Amber Ales. He will be formally appointed at the
inaugural meeting of the sub branch which is set to
be held at the Prince of Wales in Ripley on
Thursday 23rd October. All interested are welcome.

There is great hope that a more locally-centric

branch can collectively campaign more effectively
than one based largely in Derby City Centre. The
expectation is that Amber Vallev will take up a reg
alar column in Derby Drinker, although the Editor
wishes to point out that DD has always made strong
efforts to cover the real ale scene of the new sub
branch area. The formation of such entities is seen
as natural progression as more areas feel able to
gain some kind of autonomy. There are many prece-
dents here and locally we saw the Matlock and
Dales (MAD) sub branch recently form locally out
of parts of various parent branches. This continues
to thrive and there is no reason to believe that
Amber Valley cannot do the same. Erewash
emerged from Derby and Nottingham areas, and
going further back, Burton & South Derbyshire
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area, one thing

is certain - they will run their affairs with enjoy-
ment and spirit, with supping good beer always the
most important issue! Chair-elect Pete Hounsell
told DD as much when he said: "It was great to see
such a good turnout, especially of very local people
keen to get involved, Now we just have to turn that
into an active sub branch and have some beer-

drinking fun!”
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Derby CAMRA Launches LocAle Initiative

Do you know how far the beer
you drink actually has to travel
from brewer to tap? Well the
LocAle scheme pioneered by
Nottingham CAMRA aims to
highlight the truly local, with-
out necessarily putting down
great beers that are available
from further afield. It's about
information for you, the beer
drinker so you can make up
your own mind: and sometimes
so you can be sure that what
you are drinking is really made
as locally as it says it is!

This is the idea behind LocAle
and it's being launched by Derby
CAMRA this month. The idea is

that pubs sign up and commit to
providing at least one locally
for Derby CAMRA

that means brewed within 15

brewed ale -
miles of the pub - at all times.
Participating pubs will be offi-
cially endorsed by CAMRA so
we'll be expecting quality on top
of local provenance. Watch out
for the pump clip crowners and
posters we provide to signposl
locale pubs and beers. Also, let us
know if a signed-up LocAle pub
isn't doing the business and sup-
plying local at all times because
we really want to make this work!
Watch out for the launch event at
the Royal Standard in Derby dur-

ing October.

The following pubs have com-
mitted to the Derby CAMRA
LocAle initiative at the time of
going to press:

Black Swan, Belper
Brunswick, Derby (GBG)
Falstaff, Derby (GBG)
Flowerpot, Derby (GBG)
George Inn, Ripley (GBG)
Hope & Anchor, Wirksworth (GBG)
Royal Standard, Derby
Waggon & Horses, Alfreton
White Post, Stanley Common (GBG)

(GBG denotes Good Beer Guide
2009 entry).

PUB NIPS

Down in Wilson, near Melb

the Bulls Head has reopened at last |
with Tavler Landlord and hruu[‘:u"!
’A. The new licensee was pre- !
at the Bird in the Hand in

Permission for change of

the Blue Bell at Farnah Green,

1 o
¢ Chevin close to

Belper, has been refused on the|
grounds that the inn is
facility. The Red Lio

reopened but as Eden

nothing to do with the Sadler
establishment of the same name but |
nonetheless it is now an Indian|
restaurant with a bar, another for-|
mer farmhouse pub effectively gone. |
Nigel Eadie has once more rel urned |

to his spiritual beer home, the Nags

New specialist
PeliBeers, a specialist beer shop,has
opened at The Archway, Crown
Square in Matlock. The emphasis
will be on beers sourced from
microbreweries in Derbyshire and
the surrounding area such as
Leatherbritches, Amber Ales, Derby
Brewing Company, Thornbridge,
Derventio and Springhead as well as
a selection of beers from Europe
and around the world.

Success reflects dedication

beer shop opens in Matlock

[raditional ciders, fruit beers and
wines will also be available. Mike
Blair, joint owner of PeliBeers said,
Our philosophy is to supply the best
quality beer the county, and world,
has to offer. We will only be stocking
beer that cannot be found on the
shelves of our supermarkets, this will
give our customers a new level of
choice and a multitude of tastes to

exXperience.

TPt ot ngin

WHITE SHIELD

In conmjunction with Mike’s other
venture, PeliDeli, also  on Crown
Square, a series of beer and food
events will be run with the assis-
tance of local brewers and food pro-
ducers

The shop will be managed by
Kevin White, former licensee of The
Boat Inn, Cromford and beer enthu
siast with eight years experience in

the licensed trade,

Head at Ripley, The Sportsmans in
Jessop St,Codnor is currently closed.
| There is real ale at Quad, Derby
Market Place. Quad is a gallery, cin-
|ema, cafe bar and workshop that
anvone can use. Coors are involved

but first beer on was Jennings

Cumberland Ale.

You can contact PeliBeers on
(01629) 583330 and the opening
hours are Monday - Wednesday 11.00
am - 6 pm, Thursday - Saturday 10.30

am -7 pm

Overnight Mashing at Derby
Brewing Company

Latest beers to emerge from
Derby Brewing Company include
the 5% Old Winkle, a predomi-
nantly ultra malty brew with a
fine tuned hop content. Also
Trevor Harris has returned to a
time honoured brewing method
tor his latest creation. "It vou talk
to any brewer years ago they will
tell you of the process of an

lHL‘I’I]ighl mash |!'I.1' Was

employed. 1 thought someone

Quiz - undanight
Bass out of the jug
- Function Room -

| 4 Crown St Tel: Derby 842844
lunchtime food (except Mon)
| open 12-2 & 5-12 Mon to Fri
i and all day at weekends

will eventually try, why not be the
first?” This is what he has done
with Midnight Blonde, a 4.5%
brew that will launch at
Notting
Castle Grounds 9th-12th October.

1am Beer Festival at the

Meanwhile at the Brewery Tap
there have been live music ses-
sions on Sunday afternoons and a
Student Night on Mondays where

they can buy any Derby Pale beer

for £1.50, amongst other offers.

Green Man
Willington

Good range of cask ales
& real ciders

tel 01283 702377 |




Microbrewery
Corner

Taking a look at what's happening at
the independent breweries in and
around Derby

AMBER ALES BURTON EBRIDGE

Summer Bock and Amber Wheat 4.5 The Gold Medal Ale for August was
have been replaced by Autumn Gold  Crazv Eddy, a 4.53% brew, From
4.8% and Organic Pale Ale 3.2% in thei september and throughout October
seasonal range. Thel Statfordshire Knot Brown Ale is avail-
nearbv larger premises is still in pro- able, This 4.8% beer is said by the

cess. Work is proceeding well with the  brewery to be: "Similar to 2 well-
cold store installation next en thelistof - known brown ale from the north. we

tasks. are sure it will be a lot tastier than

DARK ANGEL

that! Tied house the Plough at
Stapenhill has a beer festival on the
weekend ol 30th October/1st

November,

DERVENTIO
The current special

brew is Cleopatra a

‘li.‘: 5% fruit beer. this
A WICKED BLEND OF ENGLISH MALT ‘i_ will be followed in
AND AMERICAN HOPS = < o
4.5% ABY October by a 5.53% oat-
meal stout named
BRUNSWICK Barbarian.

The Brunswick Brewerv is running

at capacity. Beersare in high demand  FALSTAFF

both locally and nationwide There  The Doctor Who season continues
are three brews brewed per monthof  ap: We have seen Sonic
Everards’ tenants Gold Screwdriver a 4.3% amber beer

Course beers. These with a orangey hoppy aroma,

beers go out into the Kroll a golden beer that

Belpaire
Wleiss

Fverards Estate so comes inat 4.2% and Lord

are to be found in Kiv, at 4% and red brown

Derbyshire, | in colour.

[ eicestershire and . ‘1-

Nottinghamshire. = 'H'T—’ JOHN
Belpaire Weiss 7 ' o THOMPSON
4.9% is a new beer —17" Are doing one brew of the

is brewed with chocolate,

BOBKAT APPAREL
& EMBROIDERY
LTD

For all your work, sport, leisure
& commercial wear mcluding
polos, T shirts, caps, shorts, bags

black and brown specialty
malts and American Mount
Rainier hops. To make
things interesting it has
been aged on real Belgian
raspberries to add a hint of
sweetness and depth of

3 = mmd promoetional embroider
flavour. The combination : J!j_ il ( VY
with your name ;/ logo elc.
has resulted m a subtle Y : e
No muinumnum quantity
raspberry aroma, with hints ’

of hay, prunes, raising and Contact Bob or Xate on

0115 /9441308 or fax on
0115 /9442677 for move info,
brochure et

dark bitter chocolate in the

finish,

WIRKSWORTH

Wirksworth Brewery held Units 3 & 4 DIGBY ST

ILKESTON, DE7 57G
DERBYSHIRE

an open weekend 6th-7th
Sept in conjunction with

the Towns Arts
Festival. Jeff
Green enjoved a functioning microbrewery at first
showing people  hand. The Brewery was selling First
around his 2. Brew 4.2, Cruckbeam 3.9 and Towd
barrel plant and  Man 4.9 to appreciative customers
was amazed with  and also a supplied a specially com-
the local interest in  missioned 4.3% Festival Ale 10 the
brewing real ale. On the  Hope & Anchor beer festival, Further
Saturdav he brewed Sunbeam 4.0 10 details can be found at

give people the opportunity of seeing  www.wirksworthbrewery.co.uk.

now available. It is a

spiced wheat beer brewed

with wheat and lager malt. The beer
is named after the 19th century

ian steam engineer. Dark Angel

4.5% was originally brewed by
Everards tenants at Brunswick
Brewery. This is a dark beer with a
spicy hop character and is dry
hopped with Cascade.The brewen
keeps the Brunswick Inn constantl
supplied with six to eight runni
beers from the stable of 15, As DI
goes to press a mild is being brewed
so look out for it on the bar of the
Brunswick relatively soon. Its name
will be Midnight Express, at 3.9%
sweet and lightly hopped.

revered JT Porter for the winter.

T beer has been a fairly regular
guest at the Derby Brewery Tap and St
Nicks yuletide special will be back on

the bar at the inn for Christmas,

THORNBRIDGE

The brewers have been set the task of
brewing a beer that is innovative &
exciting yvet commercial. This time
Thornbridge’s Kelly Ryan has taken up .

the challenge with his uniquely crafted -2 .

beer ‘Katipo (pronounced Car-Tea-
Paw) ar 3.4% a Rich Porter Matured on
Real Raspberries. This matured porter
is named after New Zealand’s endan
gered spider, the Katipo, known for its

small black body and red stripe. Katipo

Spacious bars - guest ales - home-
made meals, bar snacks & sandwiches -
professionally maintained snooker tables
Open 11am - 2.30 pm & 6.30 - 11pm

1 Wilson St, DERBY DE1 1PG
Tel: 01332 345745




FASHION VICTIMS

A Warm Welcome’

Consider! Dear Toper, something quintessen
tially English - the pub! But alas Dear Toper, the
timeless charm of some of our tavourite old inns
and taverns is under threat, as the latest ‘Pub
Fad’ creeps up upon us like yet another stealth
tax.

Some years ago we were subjected to the' Irish
[heme Pub;, craze, which swept across the country
around about the same time as the
o —

=

infamous ‘Fish Hurricane, and e

as far as pubs were con-

cerned, l‘]'l‘i‘a‘;|‘|\' did

more damage; as age old
interiors were ripped
out and then some half-
wit with a tin of garish i
\ /il beer, »
Beware! Dear Toper, he's ¥ o A

back again, but the paint isnt ™
L —

green paint was let loose,

" " "\—\_._____,_o-"-
green anymore, it is now a selec-

tion of insipid pastel shades, and the pra

3 lx

ing everything, including the ceiling beams. Yes

Dear Toper, it's the ‘Instant Wine Bar Look’ coming
to a hostelrv near vou, courtesy of & prat with a
paint brush and a tub of ch

I feel that | should point out, that I have nothing

against genuine wine bars, with their sullen staff in

their little black pinnies and whose pasty faces onls
show the semblance of a smile when thev've been
left a tip by some tipsy office worker

do make excellent meeting places for vacuous

posers (the all fur coat and no knickers set) and as

such perform a valuable function, inasmuch as
keep them out of pubs. What | do take exception to,
is the trend that would turn some of our favourite
hostelries, into p_wl_uln wine bars, with their -_"!w.u]‘
imported, spindly furniture, sickly looking palms in
terracotta tubs and bland expanses of blank wall,
punctuated here and there by examples of so called
modern art, shipped in by the container load from
the Far East, just as soon as the sweat shops can
churn the tacky trash out

. ditional English
\ B

eAar
T&.. p @ |' ccee f. open fi rc; :m@il

The cold, clinical and empty spaces of the
pseudo wine bar are however, merely a rather pre-
tentious, passing fad, which. once having run its
course (some would say it already has) will no
doubt leave in its wake a number of tragic, fashion
victims — pubs out of time and out of customers
too, as the fickle herd of wannabe trendies, move on
to the next pub with a gimmick.

Let us Dear Toper, enjoy whilst we can, the time

Essex ale aplenty at
Royal Oak festival

The Royal Oak at Ockbrook features 44 beers
from around 15 Essex breweries at its beer fes-
tival running from Thursday 9th to Sunday
12th October.

Unusual beers include both a Wheat Stout and
4 Wheat Porter from Felstar Brewery and from

Brightlingsea brewers Wonkydog one beer sup-

plied in two different contamers one cask and one
wood, inviting taste comparisons.

Steve Hornbuckle, mine host at the Oak
described the beers as ‘Gold Ticks!

less charm of thetra- [

N\ pub, with its
\ handpumps,
\
ln]d. prints

| solid oak fur-
/ niture, built to

/" ast for genera-

tions of users, and
let us tell the ‘prat’
where to shove his
paintbrush!

Oh, and by the way,
betfore some rabid PC.
nutter accuses me of
racism, [ have nothing
against genuing ‘Irish
Pubs| unfortunately
however, in Mainland

tain they are few

far between,

as an Irish

Indeed,
friend of mine once
pointed out, most of
the so called ‘Irish
[heme Pubs; over here
have about as much to
do with Ireland as
does a Chinese
lakeaway. Consider
that Dear Toper!

D.T.

tel: 0115 942 2649

17 St Peter’s Street, Radford
Nottingham, NG7 3EN




Champion Beer of Britain 2008 - The Results

The new Champion Beer of Britain (CBOB) was
announced at the Great British Beer Festival at
London’s Earls Court in early August. The ultimate
prize went to Altons Pride Bitter from Triple fff
Brewery from Four Marks in Hampshire.

From a county point of view the highlight was the
victory in the Strong Bitter category for the
tormidable Thornbridge Jaipur 1PA. Well done to all
the team at Ashford-in-the-Water. Here is the full list
of results:

CHAMPION BEER OF BRITAIN

TRIPLE fff, ALTON'S PRIDE (Hampshire)
Second: Beckstones, Black Dog Freddy (Cumbria)
Third: Wickwar, Station Porter (Gloucestershire)

Mild Category

Gold - Beckstones, Black Dog Freddy (Cumbria)
Silver - Rudgate, Ruby Mild (York)

Bronze - Rhymney, Dark (Merthyr Tydfil)

Bitter Category

Gold - Triple fif. Alton’s Pride (Hampshire|
Silver - Lees, Bitter (Manchester
Bronze - Jarrow, Rivet Tvme & Wear) & Surr

Hills, Ranmore Ale (Surrey

Best Bitter Category

Gold - Skinner's, Betty Stogs {Cornwall)

Silver - Highland, Scapa Special (Orkney)

Cairngorm, Nessies Monster Mash (Highlands)
& Timothy Taylor, Landlord (West Yorkshire)

Bronze -

Strong Bitter Category

Gold - Thornbridge, Jaipur IPA (Derbyshire)
Silver - Fuller's, ESB { London)

Bronze - Highland, Orkney Blast (Orkney)

Golden Ale Category

Gold - Otley, 01 (Mid Glamorgan)

Loddon, Ferryman's Gold (Oxfordshire)
Skinner's, Cornish Knocker Ale (Cornwall)

Silver -
Bronze -

Speciality Beer Category

Gold - Otley, OGarden (Mid Glamorgan)

Silver - Wentworth, Bumble Beer (South Yorkshire)
Bronze - Nethergate, Umbel Magna (Essex)

CAMRA Bottled-Conditioned Beers

Gold - Wye Valley, Dorothy Goodbody's Wholesome Stout
Silver - Fullers, 1845

Bronze - Wells & Youngs, Special London Ale

Winter Beer of Britain Winner (announced in Jan 2008)

Private Derby

It is with sadness that Derby
Drinker reports the death of
Private Derby, the Derby Ram that
proved a popular mascot at Derby
Beer Festival this year.

Let us hope it wasn't the Welsh
Beer that did for him, after all he
would probably have preferred to get
stuck into some Black Sheep but at
least he went out on a high.

Choice at a pub-
.chain as Cherry
Tree Farm backs
West Hallam
brewery

The Tree Farm
pub/restaurant has opened adjacent
ta the Toyota Island on th A50 near
Willington. What is pleasing is that
alongside Pedigree they are stocking

Cherry

Nutbrook Brewery Banter Bitter as a
regular beer. A very pale beer, the
editor was impressed by its condi-
tion on a recent call and noted quite
a clamour for the brew at the (very
busy) bar.

Cloverleaf Pubs are a little different
to many chains and have followed
the success of Nutbrook's beer at
Riverside Farm, Nottingham,
another of the group’s outlets.

ORITAMIA G

37 London Rd, Kegworth DE74 2EU

RADIMIONAL PUB ATMCOSPHERE

Good food available 7 days a week
from 12.00 - 2.30 and 5.00 - 8.00. Beer
garden. Late night bar & entertainment

tel: 01509 672212
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Six Sail Kelham
brew flies out of
Heage Wlndmlll

As reported briefly in
DD 123 the Friends
of Heage Windmill
linked up with
Kelham  Island .
Brewery of Sheffield -
to creale a unique
beer. The 4% beer is
called Six Sail, it is

hoppy and pa?lvr: and \ B e BB
has been available \ .’

locally from early
September,

The seeds of the project were
sown when Helen Wickett went
shopping at Bakewell Farmers
Market she was looking for a
birthday present for her husband
Dave. She chanced on a stall
manned by the Friends of Heage
Windmill and found the ideal pre-
sent - ‘Miller for the Day’ ar the
Windmill. Brewery owner Dave
Wickett celebrated his birthday at
the windmill in May learning how
to operate the mill at the same
time. So gratifying did he find the
experience that Dave decided to
utilise the windpower at Heage to
produce a windmill brew at the
br:‘wcr‘l.'

Six 25kg sacks of malted barley
were delivered to the mill whilst
Brian Naylor and Dave Hunter, the
millers, removed any traces of flour
before the operation commenced.

In early August after waiting for
two days for the wind conditions
to be right, with Dave (pictured

above) present along with
Dominic Flynn the Head Brewer,
the bags of Maris Otter were
cracked at the windmill

The cracked malt went back
with the dravman the same dav.
Alan Gifford from Heage
Windmill said: "Both the millers,

nd the brewers, thoroughly
enjoyed the experience and look
forward to tasting the beer”A
reciprocal visit took place in the
middle of August when the
milling team were the guests of
Kelham Island and helped in the
brewing process.

In Heage the Windmill [nn and
the Black Boy have taken the beer.
Further afield it has been available
at the Portland & Derby Tup at
Chestertfield, King William in
Nottingham, Jug and Glass at Lea,
George and Dragon at Belper,
Little John at Hathersage, Cherry
Tree, Fighting Cock,Stick or Twist
& Glassblower in West Yorkshire,
Milestone & Fat Cat in Sheffield.

»\Il:u a hard day at the umdmlll, Miller Anthony Sharpe gets stuck into
some Six Sail Ale at the Windmill Inn, Heage.

Local pubs
honoured
by Notts
and Protz

Two of Derby's Good Beer Guide
pubs recently received honours
in the Annual Nottingham Mild
Trail Awards.

The Babington Arms was voted
equal second in the Best Pint of

Mild category while the Falstaff

got an honourable mention in the
same category with joint sixth
(only a place behind the shared
runners-up). This was out of 66
pubs on the trail. The awards were
voted for by evervbody who handed
in a completed Mild Trail Card.
Congratulations to them both.
Additionally, Good Beer Guide
editor Roger Protz listed his
favourite 25 pubs in the country
recently in The Independent.
Three local inns were chosen. The
Brunswick in Derby - ‘Reason
enough to visit Derby) the

R

Fine wies ¢ exoellent
restaurant food
in relaxed convivial

shrrotin iIi ngs
Huotel facilitics

The Unicorn Inn
Repton Rood
Newfon Salney
Derbyshire DE15 05G
Tel: 01283 703324

UNIC

Coopers Tavern in Burton - ‘Great
range of local brewers' beers
straight from the cask’ and the
Olde Gate at Brassington. - '0ak
beams, ghosts, open fireplaces and
a cracking pint of Pedigree!

Well done to all of the
selected trio.

R

Six different ales available in 500ml bottles with a selection of par.li sizes,

Single or Mixed Cases of 12 - £20.00.

Presentation packs of 3 bottles - £8.00

2

We can offer any of our beers in 10 litre (I8 pint) and 20 litre
(35 pint) beer in a box packaging for consumption 4t home,
which are ideal for parties.

10 Litre Box - £28.00
20 Litre Box - £50.00

Brewery Tours

Beer Tasting evenings

Private Parties

A day with the Brewer

Roaming Bar Hire

The Brew House Trusley Brook Farm
Trusley Ashbourne Derbyshire DEG6 5JP

01283 733111

enquiries@derventiobrewery.co.uk

derventiobrewery




Good Beer Guide
Selection Process

The latest edition of the Good Beer Guide (GBG2009) has just been pub-
lished. It is the culmination of work that started 18 months ago. Some
say this gestation period is too long and the information is out-of-date.
Others say the pubs are chosen by a small clique of CAMRA members,
who put in their favourite pubs, without regard for other deserving
pubs. This article aims to dispel those myths by laying bare the facts of
the selection process used by Derby CAMRA for their entries in the GBG,

The foundation of the selection process is the CAMRA National Beer
Scoring System (NBSS), which is used to standardise the scoring of beer
and allows CAMRA members to submit a beer score for a pub, ranging
from 0 (undrinkable) to 3 (perfect), even if the pub is not in their local
branch. A variety of submission metheds are used, from electronic to paper,
to allow all members to contribute. It is the job of the Branch Pub Surveys
Officer to collate all these beer scores into an ordered list that can be used
in the selection process.

[n the December before a GBG is published, the selection process is
kicked-off by the announcement of two selection meetings. The first in
January and the second and final meeting in February. This should gives mem-
bers enough advance notice to attend, since they are open to all CAMRA mem-
bers. Current GRG listed pubs with fewer than 10 scores are also announced
to the Branch members, to encourage extra scores to be submitted before the
first selection meeting.

At the first selection meeting, the ranked list of pubs is presented by the
Pub Survevs Officer. Normally Derby has an allocation of 36 pubs, however,
the 2009 edition has 33, due to space restrictions. [t would be easy to sav
just pick the top 36 pubs, but the scoring system is flawed: not enough sur-
veys, skewed by the scoring of an individual survevor or skewed by a beer
quality incident. Intelligent assessment of the scores is called for. to miti-
gate these deficiencies. The outcome of the first meeting is to produce three
lists. Firstly, pubs with consistent high scores that should definitely go in
the next GBG. Secondly, pubs in the current GBG with consistent low scor-
ing or very inconsistent scoring that will not go in the next GBG. Lastly,
those pubs scoring lower than would be expected, or are scoring high
enough to be considered but there are too many of the same rank to dif-
ferentiate. This last list of pubs will be resurveyed, coordinated by the Pubs

Surveys Officer. GBG
write-ups for pubs can
be started and delegated
toany willing volunteers,

At the second selec-
tion meeting, a revised
ranked list of possible
GBG entries is presented
and the balance of GBG
entries is selected after
any required discussion
and voting. With the
complete list of entries
now decided, plus a cou-
ple of reserves in case of
any problems, the rest of
the GBG write-ups are

The ROBIN

home - cooked food sorved daily
Christmas Menu

frome st Secember

Soup of the Day
Duck & Pork Tartlet
Prawn Cocktail

Traditional Roast Turkey Breast
Prime Ribeye of Beef
Roasted Leg of Pork
Mushroom Cranberry & Brie Wellington (V)

Traditional Christmas Pudding
Sherry Trifle

again allocated to any Mincemeat, Apple & Cranberry Crumble

willing volunteers.
In early March, all the
entries are submitted to

Cheese & Biscuits

Lip.90

Rarties welcome

the regional coordinator,
who reviews and edits
them. They then come
back for proof reading.
The next time they are
seen, will be in the
September publication,
The selection process used by Derby CAMRA is open for member
involvement. by submitting pub surveys and contributing to the decision
making process at the selection meetings. The survey data is not perfect,
but it is still a useful guide. Although data used in the selection process can
be 18 months old at publication, information presented in the GBG is only

71 Devonshire Drive
Mickleover, Derby. DE3 9LG

tel: 01332 516684

Iy

six months old.

So next time vou pick up your copy of the GBG, vou will have some idea
of all the hard work that has gone into producing it and how vou ¢can make
a contribution to the next one.

Stewart Marshall, Derby CAMRA Pub Surveys Officer

BEER BOOK CORNER

Good Beer Guide 2009 edited by Roger Protz, CAMRA Books £14.99
The latest new edition of the drinkers bible was published in September.
Always an invaluable travelling companion for any beer and pub lover
traversing the UK, even more so
in these times of rapid turnover
of licensees and pubs. Find out
which local pubs have made the
cut this time around, information
on all UK breweries small and
large or plan next years holidays
and weekend breaks around what
top notch beer is on offer. Nine
times out of ten you are rewarded
when following its lead, after all
you could be only a mile or two
from a rural gem or lost in the
city centre desperate tor some
beer guidance if you don't own a
copy. Members get a good dis-
count on the RRP with a price of
£9.50 at Branch Meetings. For a
little more you can purchase the
Guide at the following
pubs:Alexandra, Brunswick,

Edited by ROGER PROTZ

Falstaff, Flowerpot, Mr Grundy's, Rowditch, Smithfield & Station (all in
Derby), the Cross Keys at Belper, George, Ripley and Green Man at
Willington.

A Beer A Day by Jeff
Evans, CAMRA Books
£16.99 (CAMRA mem-
bers £14.99),

A Beer a Day is a beer book
with a difference: 366 great
beers from all over the
world are featured - one for
every day of the year. No
ordinary collection of ‘must
taste’ beers, A Beer a Day
looks to unearth the links
between beer and the world
we live in - our history, traditions, customs and culture.

Beer production has always been linked to the seasons, with harvest
time and religious festivals often inspiring special commemorative beers,
while modern brewers produce seasonal ales for such occasions as
Valentine's Day and Halloween. Beers are also named in honour of the
great and the good from history - patron saints, kings and queens; in fact
anyone from Robert the Bruce, Dr Johnson and Nostradamus to Richard
the Lionheart, Thomas Telford and Mata Hari.

A Beer a Day has a beer for every story and a story for every beer,



Derby CAMRA Branch Diary

Everyone is welcome at Derby CAMRA socials, meetings and trips. Here is a list of forthcoming events. Socials
start from 9pm, Branch Meetings from 8pm.

OCTOBER

Tues L4th Social, Harrington Arms, Thulston, catch the Airport
Shuttle bus

Fri 17th Oct Survey Trip by public transport to Melbourne

Tues 21st Oct, Social, Babington Arms, Derby

Tues 28th Oct, Social, Falstaff Tavern, Society Place, Normanton, Derby
Fri 31st Oct, Halloween Survey Trip by Minibus to Pubs of Long Lane &

NOVEMBER

Tues 4th Social, Pattenmakers, Duffield (a mini-survey of Duffield
pubs precedes the social. Call Stewart Marshall for details)

Thurs 13th Nov, BRANCH MEETING, Green Man, Willington
Friday 14th Nov,, Survey Trip by Public Transport to Horsley
Mon 17th Nov, AUSTRALIAN SOCIAL Lord

Nelson, Kent Street, Sydney, All welcome

Tues 18th Nov, Social, Crompton Tavern, Derby

Tues 25th Social, Station Inn, Midland Rd, Derby

Friday 28th November, Survey Trip, Crich by Minibus

DECEMBER

Thurs 4th Dec, BRANCH MEETING, Ye Old Spa Inne, Abbev St

Fri 5th Dec, Survey Trip, Shardlow by
Public Transport

Thurs 11th Dec, XMAS SHOW, Flowerpot
Tues 16th Dec, Social, Unicorn, Newton
Solney

Fri 19th Dec Xmas Survey Trip, Carsington area by Minibus
Tues 23rd Dec Social, Wardwick Tavern, Derby

Wed 31st Old Year’s Night Social, Rowditch Inn, Derby

Minibus trips generally depart at 19:00 from the X3 bus stop on
Full Street, Derby and aim to return back to Derby by 23:45. To
book a place on the survey minibus trips, or enquire about pub-
lic transport or cycling social details please contact Branch Pub
Surveys Coordinator Stewart Marshall on 07944 163737 or
email samarshall37@googlemail.com

Branch Social Secretary Rob Davison will be posting details of
future trips in this diary or on the Derby CAMRA website soon.
In the meantime Derby CAMRA members can look out for trip
news in Mild & Bitter or phone Rob on 07966200135 or email
him the.lagernaut@hotmail.co.uk.

website:www.derbycamra.org.uk

Visit our unique cellar bar at

King Street, Derby

Tel (01332) 204955 i _ .
Ty our contmually changing range of real The next, and eighth, Friday 11-4 and 5-11pm
ales in the warm surroundings of a tradi- Derby CAMRA Winter- and Saturday 11-4, and 5-

Fest comes hard on the

Derby CAMRA 8ih
THFIOWEIOL | Winter-fosrDates foryour

Daary

Three Horseshoes
at Long Lane

tional town pub
Hal tood Monday to Saturday

Sunday lunches a speciality

LARGE FUNCTION
ROOM

Cap & Stocking

we still serve flat

Bass out of a jug

- Kegworth -

20 Borough St,
tel: 01509 558029
food12to2and 6to 8
Two petanque pistes

heels of the New Year.
This year, with new
Chairman, Steve Crispin
installed, it is to be known
as the Not the Twelfth
Night Beer Fest and runs
from 8th-10th January
2009, Opening times
re:Thursday 6-11pm,

| Brunswick
Derby’s oldest Brewery

tel: 01732 19067

11pm

The festival features over
90 Real Ales, Ciders and
Foreign Bottled Beers and
advance tickets on sale at
the Flowerpot from lst
December. Check the web-
site for updates on beers,
bands, etc.

Homemade Food served 12pm - 2.30 pm I,
& 5pm - 9 pm (Mon - Sat, except Wed)
Sunday lunch 12pm - 4pm.

Open:12 to 11pm Mon - Sat (10.30 Sun)
tel: 01332 824438l

D:mn ive. hoppy

Lagr-ityle nbensaly
mepipy Wit dry firih

Rich ewtured spicy

Smigath, well-rounded
monerih Pale Ale

“ WHIMALES

comancler wheat beer

Light. clean, hoppy
Session Ale

Full-bedied,
citrus "oar:::rd

‘ S’ECIII-'
ALE

Roast fruny wel-hopped
traditional style ale

Mature. smooth
e vy deeptive

Viery wanm, complex
dutinginve Armasills hopped
P Pals

Whim Al Ltd, Whirn Fanm. Hariington, N Burten, Dertyshan, 5507 CAL Tet 01 798 84591, Email: infogwhimales. ool




WHY RURAD?

I suppose it all started in 2003
with the appearance of a 2-sided
piece of A4 paper with beer and
pub information on it, for the
local area around Holbrook,
Makeney, Derby and Little
Eaton. But not meaning to cause
offence The newsletter was
renamed, so uncluttered
RURAD (Rural Real Ale
Drinker) the Newspaper In the
Sticks was born with the help of
‘Billy No Mates’ (Alex Brown)
and later Rodney.

The two-page issue grew to four
sides. Several other members of
CAMRA with similar ideas on
what was trying to be achieved
soon followed to form a core ot
enthusiastic people who helped to
contribute towards the regular
issue of the newsletter.

The main aim of RURAD is to
report and highlight rea

ale and
real ale pubs out of Derbv City
Centre and in the areas that

seemed to be overlooked or for-
gotten about too often. I regularly
hear comments implying that
Derby City Centre seems to be well
\[“I’]’{'\,l \.'(h\'!'t_’.l_\ areas .\Lii_'h as
Ripley and Alfreton barely get a
mention. The people from these
sort of areas are very passionate
about real ale and the people love
to have their town or pub men-

tioned in anv newsletter and

Mr

Grundy’s

Georgian
House Hotel

Eight Real Ales at all
times
Beer Garden
Ashbourme Road

Derby

01332 349806

would like to see Derby CAMRA
visit them more often and

also to have branch meetings out

the city centre more often.

What started as a bit of fun has
turned into a serious newsletter
with a series of positive comments
and feedback thus keeps the
newsletter going. It is also pleasing
to hear that

WHY NOT?

A Branch
Response

Rurad is probably one of the
best things to have happened
for a while, in that it’s very exis-
tence highlights many of the
weaknesses of Derby CAMRA.
It has given the

RURAD and
the newsletter
gels an occa-
men-
tion at various
CAMRA

meetings. The

sional

distribution of
the newsletter
15 getting
wider and
wider with
m a n v

complacent,
insular, Derby
centric organisa-
tion a kick up the
backside and a
cause to recon-
sider how it
should behave.

Paul's criticisms
were true in 2003,

CAMRA members receiving it

electronically and is éven shown

ter is not in competiti
Derby Drinker, or anvone else, it is
just another source of information
that helps promote real ale and real
ale pubs who in the present climate
reed all the support they can get.
Stewart Marshall (Derby
CAMRA) 15 taking up the chal-
lenge by organizing several survey

cips to different corners of

nd there is further good

the setting up of Amber

news wil

Vallev sub v ith the intention

of covering these areas more fully,

Manv

tribute to I the Stick

thanks to all that con-

s.which with-
out you would not happen.

Charisma (Paul Evdon)

Qbeven Qbtars

97 King Street

01332 340169

town surveying,
thanks to Stewart Marshall we
now have an active and wide

programme as Paul

ranging

acknowledees and we are slowly

ccoming more tran \‘I".':Tl'lH

DERB
.'J e

FREE

Whilst some of

as regards out of

(74
roper
\wiE TAKE PRIDE IN

'S NEW
LY OWNED AND RUN

current Derby Drinker article
which explains how we choose
Good Beer
Communications have also
improved in that What's Brewing
now tells you when we are having
meetings in time for you to
attend, but we're still too slow and

Guide pubs,

secretive on other issues.
This is not all by design or his-
tory but rather that we have too
" few active members trying to do
too much. So the imminent cre-
ation of the Amber Valley sub
branch is a welcome step in the
right direction that should
increase those numbers and give
more attention to that area. All we
need now is an Ashbourne sub
branch. So thank you Rurad for
providing the stimulus we

needed.

John Arguile (Branch
Chairman)

In The Sticks is available in many
real ale pubs throughout the area,
alongside Derby Drinker, spread-

5

7
1 e cask ale messaee
Ig E CAIK (T ESSALE.

Gub!

FvERY PINT

HO

- REAL ALE -
WIDE RANGE OF QUALITY BEERS
- LIVE MUYSIC -

48 ELMS STREET DERBY
DE1 3HN
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3 Erewash | valleu CAMRA Branch *

NUTBROOK KNOWS NO LIMITS
[n 1976 a naticnal newspaper commis-
sioned a nationwide survey of beer
quality focusing on those breweries still
producing real ale, and Burton brewed
Marston’s Pedigree was unique in
receiving maximum accreditation. It is
testimony, not only to the brewing skills
of Chris Richards at Nutbrook brewery,
but also to the influence of CAMRA,
that at the Farm near
Willington, the West Hallam brewed

Cherry Tree

Banter Bitter was reported, by the Derby
Evening Telegraph's Beer Hunter, to be
outselling the famous Pedigree brand by
an amazing ratio of 15:1, Talk about

David slaying Goliath!

BARGE SAILS UPSTREAM
One of the most improved pubs in the
Erewash area is undoubtedly the Barge

Inn, the canal-side retreat on Tamworth

with The Erewash Autumn Pub of the
Season award on Wednesday, 22nd
October, with proceedings getting
under way from 830pm. The pub will
also play host to CAMRAS regional
meeting on 7th March 2009, Inn sign
reproduced courtesy of Lynnette Davis,

HEANOR AND LANGLEY MILL
A warm welcome and good ale are
assured by the management team of
Gayle Sheffield and Derek Geprge at
the reopened Derby Arms, High Street,
Heanor, Mind you, that’s hardly sur-
prising given that it was the new
licensees' expertise that catapulted
Heanor Conservative Club into the
spotlight with consecutive Club of the
Year awards. On our visit, Caledonian
Marching Orders was in fine fettle and
the former Home Ales house opens at
lpm, Thursday;

Monday to 3pm,

Road,
Eaton. Originally
known as the
Lord Nelson and
long a Shipstone’s
house, the pub

has undergone

Long

The

something of a
renaissance
under the pre-
sent manage-

ghRGE INy

offering an ever-changing
> .

Friday and from noon at the
weekend. Theres a signed
photograph and letter on dis-
play from Gayle’s hero, former
Baseball Ground idol, Charlie
George. Meanwhile, Tim, the
new steward at the
Conservative Club, is making

favourable impression by

guest beer, frequently fr

m lcrnhrm\'m').

ment. Licensees,
Bob and Paul, have taken full advantage
of Enterprise Inns’ lJ';1L1i11g arrangement
with SIBA and, amengst the five tradi
tional beers, up to three are from award
winning Castle Rock, which is now
Notting

_\Icntum should also be made of cellar

shamshire’s largest brewery

man, Rov, who endeavours to maintain
the cask bee '

In rec 0gr

progress. U

Down in Langley Mill

Middle continues to

rotating guest beer

Brewing Ci

1994 1 its
me Brewerv house.
verns refurbishment

he multi-roomed ]}l[\'-

s of the hop will
tin the Alcazar Ale,

nger Foxtale Ale is also
1 30 strong Northampton

C -'!':li]'::_il_‘ﬂt LETl!p]‘-t'{l n

king away copious quanti-
bottled conditioned

Alcazar

GOOD BEER GUIDE
An element of controversy occasionally
surrounds GBG selection, as members'
views sometimes differ as to which are
our best pubs. Erewash CAMRA is
committed to objectivity and is pro-
active in the important and (usually)

l now brewing....

FRESHgcldings
hopped ale

4 <
WARD winNinG P

with fresh hops straight from the vine

enjovable task of surveying potential
entries.

At the December branch meeting,
the fifteen pubs that have attracted the
highest ratings, based on ten surveys or
more, will be identified. Surveying will
then focus on them and, at a dedicated
GBG selection meeting, open to all
members, the final seven nominations,
which should have had twenty surveys,

will be chosen for the 2010 guide. The

for the 2 1E
Station €8t
INN BRIEF
We hope to be able to bring vou news,

next issue, of the Blue Monkey
brewery, a new venture in llkeston, The
Coach And Horses, Loscoe was closed
he ford,
lkeston, has been renamed The Good

at the time of going to press. T

Old Days,and is run along similar lines

to Dave and Sharon's successtul

business model,

TITANIC

EREWASH EVENTS
Bpm. Mon 13th Oct Committee
Meeting, Observatory, Ilkeston.

12 noon, Sat 18th Oct survey crawl,
starts the Poet and Castle, Codnor,
From 830pm, Wed 22nd Oct, Pub of the
Season award at Barge, Tamworth Rd.,
Long Eaton.

1215 Sat 25th October H1 bus to
Heanar, meet Corporation Street, Derby
sth November branch
[avern, Station Road,

830pm, Wed 3rd December Branch
Meeting, Needlemakers, Kensington
Street, lkeston.
lam, Sat 13th December Christmas
away day. Meet Nottingham station for
1126 train to Worksop,
830pm, Wed 7th January, Branch
Meeting, Tiger, Tamworth Rd, Long
Eaton

!

8pm, Wed 4th February AGM, Spanish

RBar, South Street, Ik

mtact Paul Gibson 01773 533637 or

eston

tel: 01332 880635




Gus gets cold and naked

any members
Mwiil know Gus
Manning as the (now
former) Chairman of
the CAMRA Young
Members Group who
suffered a horrific
motor accident
towards the end of
January in which his
tibia and fibia were
shattered, and his
knee, ribs, collar bone
and shoulder blade
were broken.

| atter ong of

the operations on his leg, Gus suffered
4 blood clot on the lung and was put
on medication to slow down the rate
at which his blood clotted. One of the
side effects of this medication is that
he was not allowed to wet-shave in
case he cut himselt and it didn't stop
bleeding, Another side effect of the
medication meant that he was limited
to just two units of alcohol per dav.
This course of medication came to an

end in early August

Gus wanted to raise some m

tedd, On Saturday

1avi g ampu
9th August, Gus managed to raise
£850 when Mare Holmes (Chairman
of the Great British Beer Festival and
fervent Rams supporter) shaved Gus's
beard and hair off during the GRBF
staff party. After a swift half of some-
thing strong from the staff bar, Gus

was asked how he felt now that people
could see his face again, and was heard
ta reply "Cold and naked!"(Picture
couertsy of Williant Wyrn)

This is not the end of raising
money for the Limb Reconstruction
Unit at Sheffield Northern General
Hospital, as Gus's employer, the Old
Poets' Corner in Ashover, are organis-
ing a 16-mile sponsored walk from
the pub to the recently-opened

Ashover Brewery pub, the Poet &

[he Poet2Poet Walk depart

Yam on 19th October (n ter 8.30

and will make beer stops at the Dog at
Pentrich, Yew Tree, South Wingfield
and the Plough, Brackenfield.
Sponsorship forms and more details
can be obtained at the Poet & Castle
or Old Poets Corner or downloaded
from www.oldpoets.co uk or

Thornbridge host Oz and

= Nl

s part of the filming for their
Anew BBC 2 series, Oz Clarke
and James May, the self con-
fessed ‘odd couple' of past wine
adventures, have turned their
focus to beer. Thornbridge
Brewery was delighted to be
asked to host the duo on f\-llnd;l‘_x
27th June as thev tour the UK

Ireland to discover the

L":L:'.ELE'-_N of beer and find out
more about how it is brewed.
0z and James were introduced

to Thornbridge by brewers Stef

Cossi and Kelly Ryan as I{‘}'

James on their beer adventure

described the brewery’s innova-
tive approach to the use of hops
from across the globe. The brew-
ery have used a great variety of
hops in their beer range includ-
ing the award winning Jaipur [PA
which Oz has described as his
favourite current beer.

The series will be shown in
late 2008 or earlv 2009 when vou
can see more of Oz and James'
adventure and their quest for

great beers

Derby Drinker scales

www.poetandcastle co.uk

20 YEARS
of BREWING FINE BEERS

N OO -

Locally Brewed
Widely Approved

4 L

g -
. =
This magazine has been to many
places on the globe but perhaps
never quite anywhere like this.
Beer King Les Baynton proudly
poses with DD123 above the ruins of

new heights

Machu Picchu, a pre-Columbian Inca

site located 7,875 ft above sea level It

is situated on a mountain ridge above
the Urubamba Valley in Peru, which
is 50 miles northwest of Cusco.

Out of Our Circulation Area?
Having Difficulty Getting Your Copy?

Postal Subscriptions to Derby Drinker are available.
Cheqgue Payable to Derby CAMRA for £3 for 5 issues.
Write to: Lynn Brown, 10 Newton Close., Belper, Derbyshire, DES6 1'TN.
The cost will cover envelopes and stamp charges which will vary depending
ot the weight of the issue.
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Hen Racing at Bonsall gem

where the favourite, Summer

COLOURSTRERAM

DESIGN LITHO PRINT DIGITAL PRINT

Riverside Court, Pride Park, Derby. Tel: 01332 224860 www.colourstream.co.uk

Week-long Octoberfest

he Barley ‘\dow in
I Bonsall has always been
on the Real Ale drinkers

circuit, but the pub is also
famous for holding an annual
World Championship
Hen Racing compe-
tition. This years
event took place
on Saturday 2nd
August and was
attended by sev-
eral hundred eager
racing fans. Our
main picture sets the
scene,

Eight heats culminated in two
semi-finals

Lightning, was disqualified for
pecking at a rival The eventual
trophy
Middleton/Scottish cross called
Morag. The biggest cheer
(or should that be boo!)
of the day was for
Hannibal, who on
closer inspection
was found to be a
Cockerel — only
Hens are permitted.

Whim Hartington
Bitter was enjoyed in the

winner was a

bar and at the makeshift bar in
the car park.

The World

at Rising Sun

The Rising Sun, Middleton-by-
Wirksworth, stages its very own
Octoberfest from Sat 25th
October to Sun 2nd November.

There will be seven beers from
Thornbridge including Jaipur, St
Petersburg and new beers
Winster, Eureka and Katipo. Peak
Ales will be supplying Swift Nick

and Bakewell Best, whilst

Howard Town Wrens Nest is also
featured. Other breweries show-
casing are Batemans, Hook
Norton, Jennings and landlord
Dave Mountfords old favourite
from his early Real Ale-drinking
at Birmingham Beer Festival,
Lees Moonraker. Two real ciders
will be available and live bands

on the f.\;llurda}'.\ from 5pm.

followed by the final  Championship Hen Racing com-

petition is an annual

anvil press

event and looks likely
to become bigger and

better in vears to come

- eggs are also avail-

able to those want

reminder to take home

& lha Aax: gl
of the qavs events:

Matthew Stapley

banners

The Bridge
MILFORD
DES5S6 0Qw

el C‘-""‘-? 840240
fax: 0

SR & RESTAURANT

GHOME-COOKED MERLS. CASK ALES
(EQLDING BSS FRON THE LG

COVERED CORTYRD - SKOKNA AREAS
OEQUATE ¢ EASY PRAING

New Proprietor: Ben Miller
www.struttarmshotel.co.uk

Rising Sun Inn

Middleton by Wirksworth DE4 418

FESTIVAL

Sat 25th October
to Sun 2nd November

Up to 20 cask ales & ciders - from
Thornbridge, Peak, Batemans and
many more - Foad - Entertainment

tel: 01629 822420

Che SCarrington Arms

Grove Close, Thulston. DE72 3EY

pat gl -.‘ li

- e ﬁrtm ﬂt’ll’

| Local free house & Restaurant
| A traditional village public house offering fresh
Home Cooking (Chef proprictor) Bar food to A La
Carte, Traditional 2/3 course Sunday lunch
4 cask conditioned ales inc Earl's Ale and
Draught Bass always available

telephone: 01332 571798
CGood S8ser Guide 2007 & 2008




Pints from the Past

A trawl through early
editions of the Drinker
reveal a different era of
pubs and beer

The editor was indebted to Derby Branch
Chairman, John Arguile recently when he
donated to him a stack of beer-related books
and magazines that John ne longer had space
tor. Among the items were most of the first 30-
odd copies (1976-82) of would eventually evolve
into Derby Drinker.

Initially known as the Notts ¢& Derby Drinker it
was a joint venture by Nottingham and Derby
CAMRA. They proved an interesting read and give
a fascinating insight of what a very different (beer)
world it was back in the middle to late 19705, and
into the early 1980s.

Issue One (far left in picture) did not arrive with
a great fanfare, as one would expect these days. It
had no date and was produced almost as if no one
was sure another edition would ever appear. It was
a small pamphlet of three folded pages of A4, and
you had to pay 6p for it in pubs at a time when the
average pint price was 23p. Think what good value
today’s
arrival of the great, and much lamented Ind Coope
Draught Burton Ale to 49 local pubs. It was warmly
welcomed but was slightly overpriced at 31p a
pint).

Handpumps returning to our inns was a revela-
tion. You need to appreciate that they were a rare

product gives! The major lead was the

sight in the 1970s. Another story
was the reopening of the Barley
Mow, Kirk Ireton (current Derby
CAMRA Pub of the Year) after some months of clo-
sure following the death of Mrs Ford, apparently a
vear earlier than reported in DD 123, and else-
where). The arrival of trad scrumpy to the Golden
Eagle in Agard Street featured too as did a rather
hammy drinkers fault-finders guide.
Another intriguing early issue reported
on a Student Union bar sell-
ing Real Ale from the
cask, These were

times when
there were

E o #

fewer

stu-

dents
around
but a great
propartion of
them  would
gather in old-fash-
ioned real ale pubs,
leaving the suited ‘disco
trendies’ to frequent the keg

palaces of the town centre.

Content increased and graphically things
improved as we move into 1977, appropriately for
the era the Drinker became almost fanzine-like in
appearance and most issues from mid-T7 featured
a topical cartoon on the cover. These images were
used frequently throughout the publication, often
with some very non-PC punchlines that would
even put Dear Toper to shame! Lager was insulted

and rubbished at every opportunity, in ways that
seem strange reading today, but I suppose that’s
what perspective does for you. Other regular arti-
cles included a problem page (Dear Droopy), pub
crawls and, at a time when holidays were both less
exotic and more calendar rigid, a two-page feature
on the real ale pubs in and around Skegness. How
bracing!

As for the pubs that members embraced then
the Globe on Sacheveral
Street is long gone
whilst independent
micros were
very rare.

T h e
Lawn
a 1

Chellaston
s com-
mended for its
‘Old fashioned
atmosphere and
well-kept Priory Bitter
from Newark. The Priest
House at Kings Mills was also a

course the John Thompson was Derbyshires sole
brewery. Moving into the 1980s, the Blessington
Carriage was a rare example of a free house, an
early outlet for the fledgling Burton Bridge Bitter
and the first pub to stage a beer festival in Derby
in 1982, albeit with more expensive prices than the
Kings Hall

At the end of that vear the two branches went
their separate ways and Derby Drinker was to
come into being in its own right.

champion of Newark ales. and of

Cider Festival at Alfreton pub

Free day membership for

The Waggon & Horses at
Alfreton (a JD Wetherspoon
pub) will be holding a Cider
& Perry Festival from
Monday 13th to Sunday 26th
October.

There will be eight different
traditional ciders and perries

fully be repeated in the future.
In addition to this, Amber
Ales have recently secured a
permanent listing for Barnes
Wallis on the bar at the
Waggon - the pumpclip
proudly displays the "Three
Brewery Miles" dangly attach-

available - sourced from Jon ment and the pub is support-
Hallam. This festival is a first  ive of the newly launched
for the pub, which will hope-  LocAle initiative,
f o
If you're
Old Talbot y

A traditional village pub
with traditional values

3 guest ales on tap

over 150 different ales
served in
18 months !!!

1 Main Street, Hilton
DE65 5FF

www.oldtalbot.co.uk

having a party
why not have a

HOG
ROAST

phone:
07768 383478

JB-midland-catering.uk.com

CAMRA at City club

The Beaconsfield Club on Wilson
Street in the City Centre has been
offering free day membership to
CAMRA members for the past six
maonths.

Club member and veteran of every
Derby CAMRA Beer Festival, Gerald
Dorning reports that the offer ‘Has
been getting quite a gnod response!

This is the very sort of thing
CAMRA are keen to nurture

amongst our clubs (See article in DD
123) and the Beaconsfield are to be
commended for their initiative,
Indeed it was never intended in that
piece to criticise those named clubs
which cannot qualify at present for
the CAMRA Club of the Year Award,
just to highlight that we have some
quality clubs in the area that do sup-
port Real Ale. Apologies for any con-
fusion created.
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Tel. 01773 744150 - www.poetandcastie.co.uk

Pl Bravey Wemgouth,

ﬂBt ,’

EIGHT REAL ALEs and FIVE TRAD. CIDERS. taasababin
DRAUGHT & BOTTLED BELGIAN BEERS,
COUNTRY WINES & SINGLE MALTS

REGULAR EVENTS

every WEDNESDAY - 9.30
QUIZ - big team prizes,
massive snowball draws
every THURSDAY - 9.00

Funclion Room is avaliable
for Meetings, Training
Seminars, Presentations
& Private parties
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Cider with Suzie

This month we are off to visit two cider festivals, The Ross-on-Wye Cider &
Perry Festival is held at Broome Farm, Peterstow, Herefordshire and the
Ludlow Food and Drink Festival is held at Ludlow Castle, Shropshire. The
Ross Festival, held on the last weekend in August, is a showcase for
small local cider producers. Broome Farm is always worth a
visit,as well as a selection of Ross ciders and perries they do
cream teas, excellent meals and accommodation. Now it is
better than ever because Mike Johnson, the cider maker
at Ross, has encouraged several others in the area to take
up cider making. The cider scene around there is exciting
and dynamic with Broome Farm acting as a hub and dis-
tribution point for these new cider makers.

The main event runs all day on Saturday, with a succession of
local musicians taking turns on stage and a very wide range of
ciders to sample. Carey Organics, made by Martin Sobel was my first try.
This was quite dark in colour, pretty dry and with plenty of tannin, definitely a
no-nonsense cider! The farm where it is made also produces apple juice, fruit
and vegetables,all certified by the Soil Association so they hive up to their billing.
A new press (ex Dunkertons) has just been installed, so | expect the output to
increase significantly in future. I next sampled Border Orchards, made by John
Edwards in Ross-on-Wye but frequently available at Broome Farm where it was
being fermented. I chose a rum cask cider. Using spirit barrels for the fermen-
tation is fine, it produces some interesting cider, but it must not be overdone; it
needs no more than a hint of spirit on the palate. This was first class, smooth,
mellow and just sweet of medium. It was also ridiculously easy to drink, belying
its 7.5% a.b.v. The rasting continued with Upper House Farm, Swallowfields,

Harechurch, Marches Cyder Circle and others. Perhaps by this time | was becom-
ing a little confused about what I was drinking, I must return to do them justice
next year!

On now to the Ludlow Food and Drink Festival, which is held two
weeks after the Ross do. The first cider maker to catch my eye was
Ralph Owen from the wonderfully named Old Badlands farm,
New Radnor. Ralph was pressing cider, which always draws a
crowd, using a 19205 mill and mobile press and some
Somerset Redstreak apples. He had his cider (sweet, medium
and dry) and perry for sale. The perry was exceptionally fine,
being medium sweet, very fruitv and with a slight sparkle. Also

present was Gwatkins cider from Moorhampton Farm, Abbey

Dore. Dennis Gwatkins is a real character of the cider scene,
nobody else at the festival was wearing red braces! Gwatkins special-

izes in single apple variety ciders as opposed to blends which are far more
commonplace. The Yarlington Mill is a classic, deep red/brown in colour, slighthy
sweet and overflowing with aroma and flavour. For those of you who like vour
cider dry, try Gwatkins Foxwhelp. It is crisp, clean tasting but with a real bite at
the back of the throat.

October is CAMRA's cider and perry month, so I'll finish with a few sugges-
tions for drinking nearer to home. The Flowerpot, Derby always has a handpump
dispensing a changing real cider. The Standing Order, The Babington and the
Brunswick Inn all sell Weston's Old Rosie. The Royal Oak, Ockbrook sells a
changing real cider and if you carry on to Nottingham for the Ist Robin Hood
Beer and Cider Festival (Castle grounds, 9th 10 12th October) you can sample

some 30 ciders and 10 perries. See you there!

Five Lamps relit
The lights have gone on again at the

Thanks from Tim

Many thanks to all those Derby
Drinkers who sent me their best | Five Lamps. Hooky Gold supplement-
ing two everards beers appear the
norm. The pub exterior has had a
pleasing Everards livery and the

wishes during my recent hospitaliza-
tion. I'm pleased to say that I'm
nearly fully recovered, and with only
awful light bulb sign, an unforgivable
solecism, has thankfully gone.

minor long-term implications.
Tim Williams

Cask Marque Updates

Allott at the Vine Inn, Mickleover
and Colin Jones at the Prince of

Two more licensees in the area
have attained Cask Marque

accreditation. They are Theresa  Wales, Chapel Street, Spondon.

THELDPOETSICORNER

Butts Road, Ashover Derbyshire Tel: 01246 590888
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Accounting
Matters

The demands on your time are ever increasing especially
in the run up to the Christmas and New Year trading periods,
At times like this, paperwork takes a back seat so this is where
our serv lll_‘l_'!\' CEn pron iLig‘ .\LI]'\PUH |.{\I' Vour i'\U-IHC‘\,\
From a simple weekly summary form. or just an envelope
with all the paperwork for the week. we ke care of the rest
by preparing:
VAT returns
Trading Reports. Analysis and Year End forecasting
plus
Paxroll Processing
Formal vear end returns to Government
And much more

'd will be pleased to discuss our services.
ange a no obligation first meeting call;

17 Wellingron Swreetr, Ripley, Derbyshire, DES 3EH
Telephone: 01773 747990

Email: enguiriesia accountingmatters. co.uk




Derby CAM RA away : ']111.*1':'_\\-';1:- an 'Et!'.u«.‘r\ir'l«

of ten of the best inns of

day in Knaresborough /oo
T'he Derby Branch of CAMRA enjoy a rich vari- ing all the thize Good

. ——— ; . Beer Guide 2008 entries. In the
ety of social trips during the year. The ones of PR W ; -

George & Dragon, which had two
the grandest scale are those where a coach or “ B '

minibus takes us to other areas of the nation for
some Real Ale and culture. In August Social sec-
retary Rob Davison ran a trip to an area he knew
quite well - the charming small Yorkshire town

beers from Daleside of Harrogate,
plus Moorhouses from over in
Lancashire and Tring breweries we
met up with the editor’s best mate
from school and ex-Derby CAMRA

of Knaresborough. .
member, Dave Dreher, who has

lning about a dozen members

5 s ' been living in Harrogate for the
set oft at (09:30 from Derby on a Sunday morning. N = i
' : = past flive years. Dave had walked the
eleven we had reached our first port of :

i : o ; three miles from his home to
Boat Inn at Sprotsborough. Situated on a o= The Lmﬂ it Mitre Hotel. The beer appears to have had quite an
accompany us in Knaresborough

bend adjacent to a lock on the River Don, it

. L'f.Fn'l'J on Terry.
¥ and as a now-regular visitor was = !
opens from 11 on Sundays, indeed we got straight ? o ¢ : : oo i g

able to point us in the direction of the best beer. by local micros. No food. no music, no gimmicks,

We dropped down to the Halt Moon for some  just up to eight hand pulled ales and four conti
more Daleside beers hefore a walk down the nental beers on 1(![1. A :_,ll'l';ll way o round up our
charming gorge of the River Nidd brought us out  Visit to a place that is highly recommended.

-

in for some Batemans XXXB. River trips are com-
monplace and there were hints of grander times
with pictures of Edwardian regattas, After a swift

beneath a spectacular viaduct and a steep climb Our party had time to travel home for some last
up to Knareshorough Railway Station. Crossing  drinks at the Royal Standard. Rob's trips always aim
the railway line we arrived at the impressive Mitre  to hit the destination within an hour or two and get
Hotel with its super range of beers from local ~ you back in time for last bus connections and they
micros, are, as Terry Morton said, 'A fantastic
lan Fozzard of Market Taverns has trans-  way of getting a couple of hours away from Derby
tormed this place with eight beers always avail-  and drinking somewhere different. You can't beat it
able, featuring the likes of Copper Dragon and
Roosters. The pub has an excellent location right ~ Since this excursion Rob has staged two successful
bv the platform and has managed to blend mod-  trips te Ludlow and Leek, reports of which may fea
d traditional very well. Some of our crew  ture in DD 125, Warch out for future outings in the

couldn't resist wandering onto the adjacent sta-  Branch Diary, they are truly worthy of support and

Outside Bl

tion platform to examine the strange railway art  they dont cost a fortune either,

that was on display.

- A We called for more Sam
1ite norse; the

) Smiths at the Borough
1 Tadcaster It tasted R o ek
Bailiff before finishing at
PR R lebrated Blind | thl
1 £ CCCOTAled (1 JACKS.
se - ‘It thev can do X - . 1ﬂ'1Nﬂ
. Named after Blind Jack ﬂ»RE

n the stable vard -
Metcalf, born in

half we pressed on ¢t

brewery tap of Sam

prefty good and
i -

plaining. The usual que

it..? Some dined here al

where the dray horses w including one - S et
i : S Knaresborough in 1717,
on loan for the season from Tetlevs). Sams are 230 , 2 s 6
4 e was oneg ol the Lrst
years old this year so it was a fitting place to call in. Ol,d,Brewew Sta b'es'
et s road builders to emerge British Waterways Yd
We hit Knaresborough at 2pm. The town was in ; ' s )
: during the Industrial Cavendish Bridge, Leics DE72 2HL

the last day of an art festival and there were exam- i )
' === . Revolution. The tiny pub
ples aplenty of window dressing with artwork !

depicting the area in the past. One feature of Rob's :':; |ii}l1\il‘;: 1;-;1021;:11 ;:::I Visit us at the Blue BE", 53 Church St,
Melbourne, Derbys. DE73 1E)

role as Social Sec is that he does try to provide
other things to do apart from drinking all day in

pubs. Usually vou consider them for a few minutes

deservedly won many
CAMRA awards and is a

Village Brewer pub, with .
and then buy another beer! Seriously though these ilage Brewer:paby Wit Supphers to the
Free Trade & Beer

Festivals throughout SHARDLO‘H '

. | ' their beers supplemented
trips need not be an all-day beer beano, ;

Cooper’s Tavern+Devonshire Arms the Midlands [
Cross Street Station Street plus many other
jointly present craft Micros.
SURTON'S 2nd LARGEST Extensive_lci(lillar
BEETE ,_.l_.,_,_ range available
BEER FESTIVAL

Thurs O_Ct 16th to 18th contact us for further details on:
Open 12 till 12

Entertainm-eut Friday & Saturday 01332 799188

Food available all sessions nev@shardlowbrewery.co.uk
40+ Real Ales (& scrumpy) available
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I you can keep your head when all about you are losing theirs

ceeennyOU'TE probably drinking KIPLING!

Vb il KIPETNG a Seath Pacyiie Pale Ale (8 .-rl'lI e to stnck oifia 0 64 1000

Derby Drinker Publication Schedule 2008/09
Advanced notice for contributions and advertisers. These are the proposed dates
for the publication of Derby Drinker. Copy deadlines will be strictly adhered to.
Any photographs, logos, graphics etc are preferred in jpeg format. Thank you -
The Editor.

Issue No. Publication Date Copy Deadline
DD 125 December 2008 20 November 2008
DD 126 February 2009 20 December 2008
DD 127 April 2009 20 February 2004

Micros flourish at West End pub

P A
tured. One or two locals have been
tempted with new brews and it is real
cask ale bonus to see a backstreet
old-style local willing to take a few
risks by introducing real and innova-

Local microbrewery beers are a
regular sight these days at the res-
cued Horse & Groom in Derby's
West End.

Landlord Adam Adkin is pictured
pulling some Thornbridge Jaywickat  tive beer choice.
a recent CAMRA social at the pub.
Falsta

" Smiling Assassin was on
offer and Whim Ales have also fea-

CROSSWORD No 9

s

by Wrenrutt
T f:]

]

ACROSS 16. Cheese made by a Dutch dame (4)
1. Restme s v rotind Cathésh Bra v (4 18, Sounds like a sort of footwear ftem or pastry,
6. Withina credo, f4 here used 1o drive someane or something awav (4)

9. Wirmie-the-(feral | Pook 19. The neuter of how many lines in a sorinet (8)

21. Heard as a tautologous vesse! for burning

fairground game at the outset (4-2

10, Brunswick Inn's owner, whose :, but here vetting contentious litera-

lavs o
bitter shines above many others (6 ays or films (10)

1L Gls in wartime Britain: overpaid, over. == ut a mudddy, slimy river (4)

sexed, and over ****1{4) M4 1 unconked vegetables: a cold

12. Sessional bitter from Britain’s most £
north brewpub (-4.6) 26 15 s¢al or portable computer (6)

the aitch from a redundant pub table

14. What the last Iraq invasion wasn't? (1.4.3) -

item and end up off course (6)
28. Something real or imagined stared at in
open-mouthed astonishment (8)

DOWN

2. This layer protects the earth from the sun's

Derby Drinker is distributed
free of charge to pubs in and
around the city. Published by the
Derby Br:

ultraviolet rave (5)
3. Faca

4. Cockney

1 of the Campaign

| or verbal features (11 =
) tle and printed by

cam Litho, Riverside
Road, Pride Park, [)c‘]'l"}'.

Edited by Pip Southall: 69¢
Uttoxeter New Road, Derby,
DE22 3NL. Tel: 07970081906
email:sirpippo@aol.com
website:www.derbycamra.org.uk

re seaside home of the splendid

r-cum-brewery (11) Advertising rates: 43 x 65mm
£40, 43 x 90mm £50,90 x 60mm
£60, Quarter-page £95 Discount
for advanced payment. Contact:
John Arguile 01332 348559 or

email: johnarguile@yahoo.co.uk

15 Was one of Derby's great real ale pioneers,
whom we sadly miss (4.5)

17 Something often reversed when you look
for vour favourite pint (4.4)

20, Portable shelter for when showers roll by (6
23, Bone porcelain inventor (3)

25." Arise!" reversed to reveal title, internall

Other contributors for this issue:

. Les Baynton, Steve
Access 1o |[IJL' r,j.'.r”!.'{‘('l".‘ .Il‘.'n.':'.' 1aary adna

Brett, Tony Cooper,
the Good Beer Guide 2008 recon el y Looy

Send completed entrivs 1o th
which pub you picked up Derb

teve Crispin. Janette' Edge, Paul

on, Paul Gibson, Steve Hill, Pete

Hounsell, Stewart Marshall, Chris &

Correct grids will go into a
Sue Rogers, Matt Stapley, Gareth

Jm'l’:‘;'. ; ! : >

Stead, Ken Taylor, Jim Suter, Julian
The winner of the draw for Crossword N Tubbs, Peter Tullach and Jon Turner.
8 is Terry Lovell

Additional photographs:Les

Londow whe picked

at the GBBF at Earls Co Baynton, Tony Cooper, Anthony

Fisher, Steve Crispin, and Stewart

SOLUTIONS to CROSSWORD Mo B by Wrenrun

ACROSS

1. POPE 3. CHESAPEAKE 10, OVER-HOPPY 11. BASLI

DOWN

L PROFUNDITY 2. PLEAT 4. HAPPY HOUR 5. SAY.50 6. PUBBING 7. AUSTRALIA 8 EDEN 9 & 21 THIRTY-THIRST 14. OBELISCOID
20. EMETIC 22 TOPIC 24. EDICT 25. EMIT

I6. ROOT HOUSE 17 INDIANISE 19, NARWHAL

12 UTTEREY 13 OSIERY 15 DERBY ROWING CLUB 18, THORNBRIDGE HALL 21
See ¥ 23, AGELESS 26, MOUTH 27. PHILIPING 28. TREBLE CLEF 29. 5TUD

Marshall.

“Derby CAMRA 2008, Opinions
expressed in Derby Drinker are
not necessarily those of the editor,

nor of the Campaign for Real Ale




