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FREE

29th Derby Beer Festival - Assembly

Rooms 5th to 9th July

the delights of our city, pubs and

breweries after he has opened the fes-

It's a really big festival this vear
because it's the 30th Anniversarv
of the twinning of Derby and
Osnabriick and we've invited the
Beer King-Ferdi-
nand to come p

tival for us. The more extrovert festi-

those leather trousers and

feathered hats for the spe-

cial opening night.
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et "ls - Jjazz, rock, Organ music
an appropriate and Morris Dancers. Cur

band- .“"_“ Edelweiss two big tribute bands this vear will
Bavarian Oompah Band. So- "Prost” appeal to both the boys and .lhc girls
{of whatever age).

Into The Bleach - the Blondie trib-
ute play on Thursday evening, while

how could you miss our opening
night with a distinctly German
flavour? Derby was twinned with
Osnabriick back in 1976 and the City

) ) _ . Madonna Vogue will knock us out on
Coungcil hosted many twinning activ-

Saturday.

ities for the twin city dignitaries last : ; -
W ¥ What a line-up and we're not

val drinkers could perhaps dust off

win Room bands. Coors and
Marston's also sponsor some of our
big acts in the Main Hall. Thanks to
them all.Our ‘good value’ philosophy
applies to many other aspects of the
festival. We have held beer prices
since 2001 and at Derby CAMRA
members still get into every session
free. Senior citizens are also free
every lunchtime and under 26's free
before 8.30 on Wednesday Eve, If you
book in advance you also get further
discounts. How can you afford not to
come!

Word has reached us from our

Beer Ordering Manager hidden away

PRIDE OF DERBY

Beer of the Moment
Oberburgermeister
ABV 5.2%

For Your Beer needs:

\ Mobile: 07887 556788 ‘/

great range of ciders, continental
beers and fruit wines .If that doesn’t
get vour taste buds going [ don'f
know what will !

The Assembly Rooms are air con
ditioned so that however hot it gets
vou stay cool, and the beer stays in
perfect condition. [t really is too good
lo miss, s0 see you there.

Les Baynton- Festival Publicity

in darkest Der-
byshire about a
huge beer range
for this vear, a
swathe of North- %
ern beers from *
Lanmcaster, K
Northumberland,
North Yorkshire
and Wear Valley to
name but a few.

February but they didn't manage a
royal visit with two kings! We look
torward to showing King Ferdinand

charging the earth to see them. We
are grateful to Finesse Hotels for
sponsoring the Oompah band and to

Everards

Brewery for
sponsoring

all the Dar-

There are of
course, around
seventeen local
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sented and six fes-
tival specials being
brewed as well as a

Real Ale Drinkers
Love It In The Ditch

The Rowditch
Inn

246 Uttoxeter Road,
Derby
for a constantly

changing range of
real ales

DERBY CITY PUB
OF THE YEAR 2006

Jonathan Hales welcomes you to “The
Alex’ - Derby’s true Real Ale Champion
Siddals Road, Derby
A Tynemill house and birthplace of Derby
CAMRA
01332 293993
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Dr JOHNSON BACK

The best known inn-sign in the
world since 1791, and probably
the beat known ever, is the sign
of the Green Man & Black’s
Head in Ashbourne.

This is not just because it is a
gallows sign hanging across the
road between what used to be
two pubs (Black or Blackamoor
is a variant of Saracen and all
these names hark back to the
Crusades). Although rare nowa-
days, gallows signs were not so
rare in centuries gone by, when
h'.lnging was not so rare, Ci[’ht‘?.

The reason this particular sign
survives and why it is famous is
because it was illustrated in what
became the most famous biogra-
phy ever written: The Life of
Sarmuel fohnson by his Scottish
friend, James Boswell. The pair of
them had acquaintances in Ash-
bourne whom they used to visit
now and then, and while there
they liked to take their ease - and
a flagon or two - at the sign of the
Green Man, which Boswell
described as ‘a very good inn"and
the landlady as a mighty civil
gentlewoman’ (a compliment he
would not have paid to every
licensee since, as some of us well
know!).

Boswell & Johnson are still
well remembered around here
and no fewer than three local
breweries have honoured the
Doctor with a special beer:
Leatherbritches of Fenny Bent-
ley, Whim of Hartington and
Haywood of Callow Top, Ash-
bourne.

But the purpose here is not so
much to tell you about the old
sign as about the new beers that
can now be sampled at this his-

tor 1 ¢
hostelry. The
owner has
wisely left
control of
cellar and
bar to his
manager,
Paul Gre-
gory, whose
enthusiasm
for real ale is
much in evi-
dence on the bar. It is now fur-
nished with more handpumps
than ever before, and in the
colourtul display of pump-clips
on the bar-back recounting past
pleasures and announcing those
to come.

The best buy on a recent visit
was a very tasty 4% bitter from
Leatherbritches commemorating
the Green Mans most famous
visitor, Dr Samuel Johnson (a
pitv. though, about the inappro
priate quotation, which confuses
Dr Johnson with that other great
doctor, Davis Livingstone; but
that does not detract one jot
from this excellent local brew).

Also on the bar was Derven-
tios first brew from Trusley,
another tasty bitter named Cen-
turion (4.5%). And coming soon
were two temptations that
demand a little more discretion,
the ever popular Dark Ruby (6%)
from Sarah Hughes and a real
[PA from Thornbridge Hall
which will soon be no less popu-
lar, the appropriately named
Jaipur (5.9%).

Not so very long ago Ash-
bourne was a pretty boring place
to drink for the discriminating
ale-drinker, with practically

IN ASHBOURNE

nothing but Bass or Pedigree in

every pub, neither of which is the
great ale it once was in living
memory. But now, what with the
revitalized Green Man and the
added attractions of Smiths Tav-
ern and The Horns nearby and
the George & Dragon on top of
the Market, all of which ofter
changing guest ales as well as
their usual fare, Ashbourne is the
most attractive place to drink for
miles around.

Don't wait until Shrovetide to
pay vour next visit to this historic
town, which is also famous for its
long association with the Shrove-
tide football game: go wh

can get to the bar and back
out spilling half your beer!
Reg Newcombe

CAMRA National
Executive - Derby
Branch Member
Elected

The recent National CAMRA AGM
saw Branch member, Julian Hough
elected, This is the first time ever that

Derl Member has
ved such a status, Julian has been

v Branch

nds Regional Director

at the tender age
1978.

The Harrington
Arms
Thulston

Local free house & restaurant

We are a traditional village public house

& restaurant offering trad values of Fresh
Home Cooking (Chef proprietor) from
bar food to A La Carte

raditional 2/3 course Sunday Lunch
oned uding
Wicked Hathern & other micros
Grove Close, Thulston, Derby
01332571798

Out of Our Circulation Area?
Having Difficulty Getting Your Copy?

Postal Subscriptions to Derby Drinker are available.
Cheque Payable to Derby CAMRA for £2.50 for 5
issues.

Write to: Lynn Brown, 10 Newton Close, Belper. Der- |

byshire, DE56 1TN,

The cost will cover envelopes and stamp charges which will vary depending

on the weight of the issue,

-
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Derby Drinker Publication Schedule 2006/7

Advanced notice for contributions and advertisers. These are the proposed dates for the
publication of Derby Drinker up to the start of 2007, Copy deadlines will be strictly
adhered to. Any photographs, logos, graphics etc are preferred in jpeg format. Please do
not send such contributions embedded in Microsoft Word documents if at all possible.
Thank you - The Editor.

Issue No. Publication Date Copy Deadline
DD 111 August 2006 25 July 2006

DD 112 October 2006 25 September 2006
DD 113 December 2006 25 November 2006
DD 114 February 2007 25 January 2007
DD 115 April 2007 25 March 2007
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My ! rrundy s

Derby

01332 349806

Keovgian Honse Hotel

Eight real ales at all times
Beer Garden

Ashbourne Road

Crossword
Apologies to any
readers of DD 109
who were mystified
with the crossword.
Due o a mix-up the
grid did not match
the clues presented.

sSome readers did

attempt lo solve il
anyway (well done
Ollie!) and it has cer-
tainly provided
some ammunition
in the Rowditch.

The crossword
will return in
DD111, hopefully
with the grid prob-
lem ironed out!

Ripley return for Nigel as
Nags gets cask ale lift

Nigel and Mo FEadie have
returned to the Ripley pub
scene and transformed a keg
pub, the Nags Head on Butter-
ley Hill, into a cask haven in
four weeks.

Nigel, formerly at the George
in the town, and prior to that the
King William at Milford, imme-
diately introduced four hand-
pumps and the offerings since his
arrival on May Ist include Sarah
Hughes Dark Ruby, Hartington

CooPers o, |
FESTIVAL
Thurs 227 Sun 25" June
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IPA, Peak Ales Bakewell Bitter,
Kelham Island Easy Rider and

Isle of Skye beers. Always avail-
able is trad cider in the shape of
the formidable Black Rat.

Things are going g quite well
and Nigel reckons he may soon
have to install more pumps and
he invites guest beer selections
from his customers.

The Nags is now open all day
every day and is well worth a trip
up to Ripley for some fine ale.

You could
advertise Your
pub in this
box!

Full-colour Editions,
huge distribution area

I'he brewery has joined forces with
Shardlow and Wyre Piddle brew-
eries to brew 24 ales based on Eng
land World Cup squad numbers (see
sample pumpclip), to be distributed
throughout the Wetherspoon pubs of
the Midlands. The idea was Tom
Taylor'’s of the Babington and it has
kept Jim and co extremely busy!

The beer range is taking shape with
alongside Centurion, Aguilifer is a
3.8% golden session bitter which
gets its name from a Roman Stan-
dard bearer and Caesar is a 6%
strong golden ale. This beer

will only be brewed a

couple of times a

vear. Another
new brew
fro the

T - <

hiswre 2

beers are be Ing
brewed on the site
while thev recover from their

recent fire.

[revor Harris has some new beers
for the summer. Following a sugges-
tion by Leon at the Tavern on Not-
tingham Road, Summer Breeze will
be a 4.8% pale, whilst at 4.2 you can
Indulge A Little. Precious will be a
4.4% beer. [t will be no surprise that

Trevor is brewing a World Cup beer.

Cask53 supply Cask Ales

from the Best Micro

Engerland, Engerland, Engerland is

brewed with finest Maris Otter bar

ley from the country’s oldest tradi

tional floor maltings, Warminster

maltings, together with selected

whole English hops then brewed
with pure English passion!

Orders are rolling
in from beer festi-
vals and pubs
country wide.
The lads have
recentlv brewed
another ~],!e;1.1| for
the Babington Arms
called Two Baboons (a very
dark and dry bitter at 4%) and have
recreated the Tavern Ale recipe I'mm
Dan Cramp (Derby CAMRA
Chairman and Danelaw brewer) that
won first prize in the Craft Brewers
Association 10th Anniversary
festival at the Brunswick Inn, a dark,
hoppy best bitter of 5.5%. They plan
to do mare brews from CBA winners
in the tuture. See elsewhere for
details of their Derby Festival

special.

a

cask

Brews around the Country

Beowulf  Black Country  Blythe » Derby
Dowbridge = Kinver « Langton » Morgan's
Offa’s Dyke = Potbelly = Purity = Slaughterhouse
Titanic = Tollgate = Windsor Castle = Wizard
Wold Top = Worfield etc-etc

Contact Paul On 01332 676966




Thriving backwater at Aston

The quiet village of
Aston-on-Trent,
some six miles
south-east of Derby
contains two pubs,
The White Hart and
the Malt Shovel. The
latter is probably the
lesser-known, situ-
ated as it is, tucked
away off the main
street, but it is a
decent place to visit
to try some good cask ale.

Licensee since November 2004
is Alan Bloor (don't ask him
about the Stoke City defender
he's heard it far too often!) who
has built up his real ale trade
alongside a thriving food busi-
ness in the inn.

Black Sheep and Landlord are
always alongside Pedigree, with
other guests from time to time
and Alan has set up a cask ale
appreciation society which
invites brewers to come down to

address the regulars at the pub

r-_—-_—-—------—

] Join CAMRA Now

LPPLICATION FORM

from time to time.

Ted McMinn is a regular here
and following his testimonial
game on 1 May he returned to the
Malt with about 200 of his closest
friends for a special fund raising
event that went on for quite some
tine!

The pub was originally a farm
but has been an inn for more
than two centuries. Alan plans to
hold a beer festival in late August,
utilising the stable buildings in
the car park and the decked area
outside also at the rear.
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OBITUARY - Eric Rodgers

Eric Rodgers, who died in May
aged at least 82, was one of the
unsung heroes of the branch, a
terrific and untiring worker
with phenonemal Derby
Drinker rounds and a bright,
chirpy attitude in his heyday at
meetings.

He put a lot of energy and
effort into festivals, and had
again in his heyday - hollow legs,
and then some. But he never, as
far as I'm aware, took any branch
office. Eric was a familiar face
working at festivals and he could
be the life and soul of the festival
party.

[ first knew Eric (pictured
above right at a Derby Beer Fes-
tival) some 40 vears ago when he
the draughtsman’s
union, then AESD (later DATA
and TASS) at International Com-
bustion. He and I met then on the
social side of that Union (I was at

was head of

RR) and at the various Derbv jazz
clubs - his other passion. [ was
involved in running jazz clubs
and both of us were crazy about
the music, that and beer.

He was a trojan worker for
Derby CAMRA, although he was
known latterly for insisting that
branch members (at meetings)
be made aware of the minutiae of
any changes to pubs in Aston-on-
Trent or elsewhere on his exten-
sive patch.

Invited to the 25th Beer Festi-
val reception four years ago, he
declined on the grounds that he
wasn't up to it, which was a great
shame, but Eric was a proud and
fiercely independent individual
who didn't want anvone to see
him at less than his best.

little of
him. His
depar-
ture two

years ago

into a a _A

nursing

home - he was getting very frail -

left a gap that hasn't been filled.
John Arguile

The editor adds: My favourite
memory of Eric is seeing him not
1 Aston but some 300 miles
from home.

We were on holiday in St Ives,
Cornwall in the late 1990s and
had only just booked in at the
B&B when who should come tot-
tering along the front but Eric!

After initially mistaking me for
the son of someone who worked
- his absent-
he told
us he had been driving down
there every vear for 30 years, had
his own glass in the Golden Lion
and had just been to a branch
meeting of the West Cornwall
branch of CAMRA in the Blue
Anchor at Helston,

He was extremely sad when he
finally had to abandon the pil-
grimage when the journey

at Combustion
mindedness was a trait -

became to much for him and was
a great character who is much
missed.

Pip Southall

Derbyshire Brewery Beer
Festival at Belper hotel

A beer festival is to take place
which will showcase six local
microbrewey beers,

The Lion Hotel in Belper will
have ales from Leadmill, Funfair,
Brunswick, Derby, Falstaff and
John Thompson breweries in its
Derbyshire Ales Beer Festival,
which occurs from the weekend
commencing Friday Ist July - a

perfect warm up to the Derby
Beer Festival the following week.

The pub, which is owned by
Derby festival sponsors Finesse
Inns, has Derby Brewing Com-
pany ales available on a perma-
nent basis seven days a week and
they will be jugging many of
their festival beers up from the
cellar,



























