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SQUEEZED TO DEATH

CAMRA has launched a campaign against swan neck beer
dispense spouts - because they are ruining the flavour of

many beers.

The swan neck is designed to fill glasses from the bottom with
highly agitated beer. This flashes off hop aromatics, migrates
bitterness into the head and reduces the taste by driving off CO; .
which transfers flavours to the tongue.

Swan neck spouts were designed
to put thick heads on pints 10
match those featured in press and
TV advertising campaigns, The
marketing people - not among the
world’s greatest beer drinkers -
decided to picture pale beers with
big heads, even if it meant using
silicone to withstand the heat from
the studio lamps

I Boat Inn

Cromford
(near the Market Place)
Boat Inn Bitter, Bass, Old
Speckled Hen plus guest &
Addlestones Cider
Home cooked lunches snd

evening meals including authentic
Indian recipe food

- Function Room -
b === |

Using swan necks to dispense
bland national products was under-
standable, though it didn’t do
much for the reputation of real ale.
But now they have been installed
evervwhere and are being used for
beers completely unsuited to the
system. Tasty beers are having the
guts thrashed out of them and end
up tasting like nothing in particu-
lar.

here was a tradition of big heads
in northern England, probably a
spin-off from the Auto-Bak beer
engine introduced around a cen-
tury ago. These forced beer at high
pressure through tight sparklers to
produce flat beer with thick,
creamy heads. The lack of CO,
made the beer ‘smooth’ and easier
to drink in the quantities required
by workers in heavy industries.

Visit the new cellar bar at

The Flowerpot

King Street, Derby
Tel: (01332) 204955
Try our continually changing
range of real ales in the
warm surroundings of a
traditional town pub.

Hot food Monday fo Saturday
Sunday lunches a speciality

LARGE FUNCTION ROOM

Wendy and Chris
welcome you to the

Duke of Clarence
Mansfield Road, Derby
KIMBERLEY
Mild, Bitter, Classic and
CELLARMAN'S CASK
Piano singalong
Friday, Saturday, Sunday
Quiz Night Monday

The brewers compensated by over-
bittering their beers, but didn’t pay
much account to aroma.

At CAMRA’'s AGM last vear a
resolution was considered calling
for pubs with swan neck dispense
to be excluded from the Good Beer
Guide. Now each pub is being
assessed on its merits, as some
equipment is capable of delivering
a decent pint if the sparkler is
removed and the glass filled from
the top. CAMRA are publishing a
list of beer engine manufacturers,
all of whom will supply traditional
short spouts on request.

Play Beer
Bingo

Join the Independent Brewers
Beer Bingo Trail and win one
of the dozens of prizes on
offer. Pick up your card in any
participating pub (most are
listed on the back page) and
enjoy a beer brewed by an
independent brewer. Your
card will be stamped in the
correct square on your card.

When you have a row, column
or diagonal of 7 stamps or four
corners and the centre you can
send off your card to claim your
prize

Alternatively you can collect all
49 stamps and go for a bigger
prize such as a special VIP
brewery visit.

SEE BACK PAGE FOR
PARTICIPATING PUBS LIST

Enjoy Derby's finest range of
guality cask conditioned beers
at the CAMRA award winning

D E R BY

Purpose-built brewery

HOME-PRODUCED LUNCHES &
EVENING BUFFETS AVAILABLE

REGULARS
FIGHT

ARGOSY
CARVE-UP

Locals at the Argosy on
Maneor Read; Derby, have
organised a 1600-signature
petition to protest at Bass's
plansto turn it inte a
Harvester reslmm The
pub, which already has a
carvery, will claS& in June for
a three-month refit. Regulars
are worried that it will no
longer cater for those who

¢ "___:!'-‘Qgswte
assurances ﬂ!emﬂnss who

last year that the[m bp a
bar area ' the
dlnmgmﬁ locals fear
that it will: cease {0 be a pub
as they know It, leaving darts,
pool and cribbage teams -
searching for a new home,

LIVE DOLPHIN

Sun&& nights &t the Dolphin,
Queen Street, Derby are now
musi¢ nights, With various
acoustic artists performing
unplugged from 8.30pm, Ad-
mission is free,

The Nags Head Inn
Hill Top
Castle Donington

Marston's Pedigree and
Headbrewer's Choice
Home-cooked food, iwnch and evemmg
Bar Billiards, Darts, Petanque
Live Jazz band every Sunday
fortnight at 9 pm
Warm Welcoming Atmosphere

Tel: (01332) 850652




The Case Against Swan fe*4

Mark's Meri¢

Mark Robins, licensee of the
Alexandra, Siddals Road,
Derby is presented with an
Exceptional Merit Award by
Derby CAMRA chairman,
Sally Winterton,

! Wish to Make a
Complaint...

You walk into a pub, noticing there's
no licensee's name over the door.
Then the absence of ownership details
and a price list. The 'Real Ale’
blackboard lists Caffreys and Stella
and, when you foolishly stop for a pint
vou get 2 drastic short-measure, a
refusal to top it up and it tastes
remarkably watery.

Apart from never setting foot in the
place again what do you do? Write to
Trading Standards, Derbyshire
County Council, County Offices,
Matlock, Derbyshire or 'phone them
on 01629 580000 cxtension 6166

Jolly Sailor

Hemington
Fine Ales — Fine Company

Eight Traditional Ales
available

(01332) 810448
A TRUE FREE HOUSE

SMALLE'Y

Free House — beers from
Bateman's, Ruddles, Marstons
LUNCH & EVENING FOOD

Ivor Clissold examines the case against
having beer served through a swan neck
attached to the handpump

Just about every pub in
Derby (not the Brunswick) is
using beer pumps
with U shaped
tubes which fill =
the glass from the °
bottom. Many
people say they
affect the taste. Is
there any evidence for
this?

Beer Boffin

aur guarag
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Yes.

The swan neck is a long spout
which reaches to the bottom of the
glass. Sometimes the outlet has an
adjustable - even removable -
sparkler, but other patterns are
fixed. Typical sparklers have 16
holes of 0.6 mm diameter. A tight
head is formed by forcing the beer
through the tiny holes into the
bottom of the glass, causing
considerable gas break-out.
Because the bubbles are small the
surface tension keeps them from
collapsing easily. They also rise
slowly, supporting the head for
longer.

BRUNSWICK IS
BRANCH CHOICE

The Brunswick Inn was voted
Derby CAMRA's Pub of the
Year at the April meeting of the
Derby Branch. Members
decided to put the pub forward
for the East Midlands regional
heats and, if successful there,
the national Pub of the Year
award after considering the
merits of several excellent
Derby hostelries including the
Flowerpot and the Alexandra,
The Brunswick just swung it on
the strength of its own brewery
which keeps up a steady flow
of new and interesting ales,
such as Rams' Return, brewed
to celebrate Derby County's
recent elevation to the
Premiership.

Don't suggest to landlord
Trevor Harris that he might
brew it again this time next
year when the Rams return to
the Endsieigh League - he's
neard that one before!

The beer undergoes considerable
changes in taste. Firstly, the beer
becomes blander as the head takes
up some 10% of the bitterness: try
tasting a dollop of froth. Another
effect is caused by the agitation
whisking most of the dissolved
€O, out of solution and replacing
it with air. Although the beer
looks lively, it is actually flat
(smooth in PR-speak) and there is
insufficient CO; left in solution 1o
aid the transfer of flavours to the
tongue. Finally. the aromatic hop
fraction is driven off with the
CO.. robbing the beer of its
bouquet and any floral character.
Brewers supplying the old
Auto-Bak areas of the north
corrected for the bitterness loss by
over-bittering their beers. The
classic example is Tetley's Bitter,
which, if tasted un-agitated is
offensively bitter, even metallic.
Such beers tend to be unsubtle. as
there is no point in wasting
aromatic hops and brewing
delicate flavours which will either
be masked or driven off. Both
beers and dispense system were
designed for workers in heavy
industries with big thirsts and
short lunch breaks.

Swan neck dispensers are
unfortunately not confined to
dispensing the (few) beers for
which they were designed. In fact
those beers seldom feature on
guest beer lists because of their
familiarity and lack of favour.
But they are used o turn hundreds
of distinctive beers into British
Standard cosmetic pints despite
the use of fine ingredients.
expensive processes and the
labours of their brewers.

RINKER

ey

“The main lounge bar, has a
'news andw:ew tho;mf

gilable. You

the beach’

. complete

BSHCK and all the
The skittle

s a function

decozﬁied Wi
depucﬁng

CHARITY: The Lodge,
Alvaston recently held a casino
night in aid of sending
terminally-ill kids on dream
holidays and arranging
meetings with their heroes.

John & Staff
weleome you to
The Furnace Inn
Duke Street, Derby

Kimberley Mild, Birer, Clagsic
and Cellarman's Cask

The

Olve Silk ALl
Derby

Traditional Beers
Pedigree, Boddingtons, Abbot,
Speckfed Hen, Flowers
plus others

Home cooked |unches available seven days

Tel: (01332) 342158
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