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Keeping Derby CAMRA drinkers informed since 1975

2025 Annual Beer Census

The ABC on Friday 18™ July is a great social which finds out
how many different real ales we have around Derby and
shows if we are still worthy of holding Real Ale Capital of
Britain (per capita). We would love to see as many of you as
possible wearing Derby CAMRA T-shirts or Polos, and if you
can, engage with the publicans that you come across.

All welcome.

Trawls start between 6.00 and 7.00pm — please ring/text to
check exact time or join us later.

Route 1 — Jim Suter (07941 118021)

Smithfield, Royal Standard, Exeter, Tavern, Peacock, Old Silk
Mill, Old Dolphin, Flowerpot.

Route 2 - Alan Pickersgill (07956 505951)

Merry Widows, Victoria, Waterfall, Brunswick, Alexandra,
White Horse, Noahs Ark, Flowerpot.

Route 3 - James Williams (07510 161151)

Falstaff, Bell & Castle, Bar One, Hairy Dog, Bess of
Hardwick, Bishop Blaise, SudsSoda, Orange Tree, Flowerpot.
Route 4 — Stephen Crispin (07769 077892)

189, Pot Hole, Markeaton, Jonty Farmer, Creaky Floorboard,
Horse & Groom, Woodlark, Flowerpot.

Route S - John Smith (07931 750182) Royal Telegraph,
Neptune, Babington Arms, Cosy Club, Tiger Bar, Old Bell,
Jorrocks, Standing Order, Flowerpot.

Route 6 — Nic Scott & Kat Higgins (07889 727509)

Tiny Tap (off Alfreton Road), Abbey, Little Darley, Coach &
Horses, Little Chester Ale House, Furnace, Five Lamps,
Seven Stars, Flowerpot.

Route 7 - Mark Fletcher (07712 669581)

Nags Head, Binary Bar, Masons Arms, Vine, Hole in the
Wall, Flowerpot.

Route 8 - Russell Gilbert (07909 967142)

The Malt Shovel, Vernon Arms, Prince of Wales, White
Swan, Hoptimist, Hoppy Place, Flowerpot.

Route 9 - Chris Rogers (07745 576923)

Mr Grundy's, Last Post, Brick & Tile, Greyhound, Golden
Eagle, Blessington, Flowerpot.

The Third Belper Beer Census is on 26" July
Please see page 2 for details of this thoroughly enjoyable
event which combines drinking real ale, great sociability and
collating valuable information.

Handpump Hi-Jack Campaign Update
Derby CAMRA welcomes local MP Baggy Shanker’s
parliamentary involvement in this campaign where keg beer
known as ‘Fresh Ale’ is being served as cask via handpull.
If you witness any Fresh Ale you can complete a short form
to report it: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/SMH341/
Also, please sign the Handpump Hijack petition, to deter
unscrupulous breweries from serving brewery conditioned
(keg) beer through handpumps. https://petition.parliament.uk
The Annual Beer Census offers the opportunity for
widespread scrutiny.

CAMRA Branch Meetings
Derby: Thursday 17th July at the Old Bell Hotel, Sadler Gate, Derby
— 8.00pm.
Amber Valley: Thursday, 31st July, at venue tba — 8.00pm.
Ashbourne: Tuesday, 29" July at the Watt Russell Arms — 7.30pm.

Derby Drinker Expanding in More Ways Than 1
Henceforth, Derby Drinker will have 24 pages and be published 5
times a year. Please contact Derby Drinker editor, Gareth Stead
derbydrinker@derbycamra.org.uk

if you’d like to write an article as more copy will be required.

Eyes Have It Festival is Imminent
CAMRA will be running the bar at 10™ anniversary The Eyes Have It
Music Festival, 3" to 6% July, in Duffield. The festival is offering
CAMRA members the original Early Bird discount on all ticket sales.
This represents significant savings. There are 26 acts over the
weekend including: The Blockheads, The Beat ft Ranking Jr,
Toploader and Aynsley Lister to name just a few. The full lineup can
be seen at: www.tehi.co.uk. You’ll also see the full pricing of tickets,
so to get your discounted tickets you’ll need to contact Simon Clark
on 07707562981 or email Simon at therockwarehouse@gmail.com
Early Bird pricing: Thu 3" £3; Fri 4™ £25; Sat 5 £30;
Sun. 6™ £25. Or full weekend £60.

Heanor Extravaganza is not to be Missed
Make a note in your diary of Saturday 26" July, as this is when
Heanor really comes alive with 13 pubs involved in a music and beer
festival. Sounds like one not to be missed.

Opportunity Knocks for BLOs Around Derby
We currently have vacancies for Brewery Liaison Officers for the
following breweries hereabout: Brunswick, Little and Shiny (Little
Eaton). If you find the prospect appealing of regular bi-monthly
contact with these innovative brewing plants, all with their own bars,
then please contact Gillian Hough gillian.hough@camra.org.uk

Don’t Forget to Sign the Petition
CAMRA is endeavouring to protect cask ale by having it conferred
with protected status by UNESCO. Please take a couple of minutes to
sign CAMRA’s on-line petition to enable parliamentary attention.
https://petition.parliament.uk

Fancy Being on Derby CAMRA’s Tasting Panel?
Derby CAMRA Tasting Panel Chair, Les Williams, is looking for
members to partake of tasting sessions in breweries etc. If you’d like
to join in in the fun, please contact lescamra39@yahoo.co.uk

Young Members’ Representative Required
We’re looking to fill this important role by appointing an individual
who will represent younger people’s views. Please contact Secretary,
Nic Scott secretary@derby.camra.org.uk
for more information.

Derby Beer Girls Next Gathering

Thursday 24" July is when Derby Beer Girls next meet in a venue to
be announced from 7.30pm.

New Brewery in Derbyshire
John Arguile informs us that 10am brewery is up and running
head.brewer@l0ambrewhouse.co.uk John understands it hails from

the Belper area.
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Beer Festivals

2" to 6" July: Shiny Tap, Unit 10, Old Hall Mill Business Park,
Little Eaton.

3" to 6™ July: Eyes Have It Festival, Eyes Meadow, Duffield.

4th and 5™ July: Annual cider and perry festival at the Red Lion,
Kniveton, winner in this category of the South Derbyshire CAMRA
Pub of the Year awards.

26™ July: Heanor extravaganza, 13 pubs ¢/w music and beer.

5th to 9™ August: Great British Beer Festival, NEC, Pendigo Way,
Birmingham B40 INT.

15 to 17 August: RBL, Parwich Beer Festival.

29 to 31%t August: Off the Tracks (music) Festival, Isley Walton,
Castle Donington. 70+ real ales. For tickets, go to
www.offthetracks.co.uk

3" to 6™ September: Derby CAMRA Beer Festival, Museum of
Making, Silk Mill, Derby.

3" Amber Valley CAMRA Belper Beer Census
Come and join Amber Valley CAMRA on the 3™ Belper Beer
Census on Saturday 26 July. Choose a route and meet up at
3:30pm at the first pub on the list. Drink a half in each pub, and use
your phone to add the scores to the CAMRA website. If you do not
have access via your phone, there will be some paper forms to fill in.
Route 1 (8 pubs)

Leaders: Stewart and Janie Marshall 07944 163737

The Devonshire, Bridge Street; The Rifleman’s Arms; The George
and Dragon; Scran and Barrel; Rumours Retro Bar; The Talbot,
Bridge Foot; The Lion; The Railway, Belper.

Route 2 (6 pubs) N.B. This route involves a lot of walking 07716
165307 Leaders: Chris Rogers and Chris Perry

Spotted Cow, Holbrook; Dead Poets, Holbrook; White Hart, Bargate;
Black Bull’s Head, Openwoodgate; The Greyhound, Whitemoor; The
Railway, Belper.

Route 3 (7 pubs)

Leaders: Jane Whitaker & Phil Marshall 07484 836974

The Elephant and Peacock (Strutt Arms), Derby Road, Milford; The
Sunshine Club; The Hollybush; The King William; The Palfrey; The
Tavern; The Railway, Belper.

Route 4 (9 pubs)

Leaders: David & Nora Harper 07866 380909

Angels, Market Place; The Greenhouse; Black Swan; Cross Keys;
Gatsbys (formerly The Vibe); British Legion; Crich Brewery; The
Bottle Bank; The Railway, Belper.

Route 5 (10 pubs)

Leader: Paul Whitaker 07484 373111

The Thorn Tree, Chesterfield Road; Queen’s Head; The Grapes; The
Nag’s Head; Belper House; Monk Bar; Old Kings Head; Arkwrights;
Tylers; The Railway, Belper.

The Abbey Reopens After a Short Closure
Local couple, Martin and Maria, reopened the Abbey, Darley Street,
Darley Abbey on 20" June. We wish them well in re-establishing the
pub following a short closure. Their son, Daniel, will assist them and
food will be reintroduced this month. Open 11.00am to 11.00pm and,
Sunday, noon to 10.30pm.

Peak Ales Celebrate Twenty Years of Brewing
Rob at Peak Ales, Ashford in the Water, marked 20 years of brewing
with an all-day beer festival and entertainment in the form of Morris
Men and a brass band. This took place on the 14" June and a new
Pilsner Lager was launched to mark the occasion.

Melbourne and King’s Newton Ale Trail
31% July to 3" August are the dates to note for this trawl of ten pubs
and bars. Regular Arriva buses from Derby bus station serve
Melbourne. See page 4 for details of an outing here.

Special Live Music Event at Pub of the Year
The Flowerpot, King Street, will host the Swamp Club Weekender
between the 10% and 14 July. For more details and tickets go to
www.theswampclub.co.uk

Belper Historic Sunday Pub Walks
These tours (£7.50) are on the following dates: 27" July, 5" October,
215t December. The latest Derby Drinker has a feature article.
www.belpernorthmill.org.uk

Twelve Champion Beer of Britain Finalists
Mild: Penzance Mild.
Session Bitter: Butcombe Original.
Premium Bitter: Cairngorm Wildcat.
IPAs (English and New World): Elusive — Oregon Trail.
Session Pale, Blond and Golden Ales: Track Sonoma.
Premium Pale, Blond and Golden Ales: Church End — Fallen
Angel.
Brown Ales, Red Ales, Old Ales and Strong Milds: Tintagel
- Caliburn.
Session Stouts and Porters: Cairngorm — Black Gold.
Strong Stouts and Porters: Grain — Slate.
Barley Wines and Strong Ales: Sarah Hughes — Snowflake.
Speciality, Differently Produced: Allendale — Adder Lager.
Speciality, Differently Flavoured: Siren — Broken Dream Breakfast
Stout.
Winner to be announced at the Great British Beer Festival in August.

Membership Report 30/4/2025 to 31/5/2025
Gillian Hough reports that national membership rose at the end of
May to 144,979, up 220 from the end of April. There have, however,
been some regional reductions particularly in the north west. Locally,
our numbers are down, with 15,055 in the East Midlands, and Derby
Branch membership fell 63 to 2,061 at the end of May.

Financial Report
Period: 11" April 2025 to 5™ June 2025
Opening cash in bank 11™ April £4,024.87. Closing cash in bank 5th
June £3,424.53.
Income £914.00: DD adverts £540.00 including VAT; GBG 2025
£364.00; Merchandise £10.00.
Expenses £1514.34: DD £1,311.61; M&B £154.53 including VAT;
Bank charges £13.20; POTY £35.00. Andrew Norman

Please Sign the Blue Monkey Petition
Blue Monkey are experiencing resistance to its plans to establish a
tap room. Please sign the petition
https://publicaccess.broxtowe.gov.uk/online applications

Next Beer Festival Meetings
Preparations for the second Museum of Making Derby CAMRA Beer
Festival are well underway and the next meetings here in Derby are
on Wednesday 16™ July and Wednesday 13" August at venues tba.

Beer Day Britain a Resounding Success
Members gathered at the Flowerpot on the 15™ June to hear two
poems penned by Beer King, Les Baynton, and read out by Branch
Chair, Mark. Our photograph shows us raising a glass to Cheers for
Beer along with prominent figures from the Flowerpot which is
celebrating being runner up in the South Derbyshire Pub of the Year
competition.

=) -
Gibbo’s Top Pubs Down the Decades: 2020s

Owing to a lack of space, this will be published next month.

Minutes of the Derby CAMRA Branch Meeting

Held at the Brunswick Inn on 12" June 2025
Attendees:
Nic Scott, Kevin Hepworth, Greg Clarke, Mark Fletcher, Steve
Wright, Paul Gibson, Gillian Hough, Russell Gilbert, Konrad
Machej, Steve Crispin, Gareth Stead, Heather Knibbs, Tim Williams,
James Williams, Steven Soloman, John Worsley, Andy Mottram,
Jeanette Hough, Les Williams, Brian Laverick, Steve Cooper, Jim
Suter, Wendy Suter (23 People).
Apologies for absence:
Kat Higgins, Alan Pickersgill, Andrew Norman, Jacky Allen, Charlie

Pratt, John Hartley.
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Declarations of Interest: None.

Minutes of the Last Meeting:

Approved and no matters arising.

Treasurers Report:

We worked out a remittance value to send to HQ which has been
delayed as we didn’t get the money from the venue. We have drawn
up a budget for different areas of CAMRA and we will be having a
beer festival this year. We sold 120 copies of the GBG. The
Smithfield had 2 boxes worth of the guides which we claimed and
redistributed. Gillian said some regions are not able to sell anything
near the amount we sell. We made £260 from the sale of the books.
Social Events & Beer Festivals:

The calendar has been updated, there is a sausage and cider festival at
the Dead Poets from 18 to 21°t June. Afternoon social, midday
Golden Eagle on the 4™ July. Re ABC, we have one leader per route
but looking to have an additional per route if members can let James
know. Melbourne social trip on 31 July. A trip on the first day
(Tuesday) of the Great British Beer Festival, if you can contact
James if interested. The Standing Order have a cider festival and will
accept the 50p vouchers. CAMRA has strict rules about what is real
Cider and we don’t have a list of what cider is being sold and don’t
know if they will adhere to our standards. We have been invited to a
special event the day before on 26™ June. The event for everyone else
runs from the 27% — 6 July. Summer of Beer - We are looking at a
range of tours that start from the centre of Derby and work outwards.
We want to ensure that there are incentives for potential members to
join CAMRA. The Smithfield is classed as a joint festival with Derby
CAMRA but we do not supply staff for the festival. The Smithfield
are very supportive and we have a marquee to promote membership.
Gillian supported the idea of the pub using 50p vouchers. Tim thinks
that it’s important the members know what we are doing and what
benefits they have by joining and we should ensure the public has a
good visibility of CAMRA. Steve said there is a beer festival in
Heanor on the 26™ July across multiple venues. Russell: The festival
budget has been approved. We had great support for being
contactless but will need to operate some level of cash payments. The
next festival meeting will be 25™ June, Smithfield at 8.00pm. We are
looking to purchase a small cooler to support local beer and music
festivals, this has been budgeted for.

Regional

The Regional Director got the vote of 14 out of 24 when a minimum
requirement is 12.

There is very little information coming through, the RD has been re-
elected and wants to address the communication issues between
branches and the region. Re the regional review, South Derbyshire
will move within the Derby branch but HQ has contradicted this and
further information is required.

Pub & Brewery News:

The Abbey is due to reopen on the 20" June. Red Lion at Kniveton
won South Derbyshire Cider POTY. Tasting panels are now being
pushed to the forefront of marketing.

National News:

Handpump Hijack, the campaign is gaining momentum and being
pushed by MP Baggy Shanker. We want people to report any beers
that you notice that are selling Fresh Beer. The ones to look out for
are Hobgoblin and Wainwright’s. Take a picture of the handpump
clip and send it through to the committee. When we’re on the ABC,
please let us know if these beers are identified and we can
complete the assessment. We are awaiting more information from
the WhatPub replacement. There is a link on the national website
where you can complete a survey form. Kevin said CAMRA is
attempting to ensure Real Ale becomes a protected product, similar
to Stilton and Champagne.

Membership & Recruitment:

At the conference it was announced that there will be an increase of
£3.50 to the membership of CAMRA. This will happen from the start
of July, and there will be a new marketing campaign to ensure
members retain membership. Membership report — please see page
2. Ideas are welcome for recruitment & engagement.
Communications:

We have discussed using different social media platforms and this
needs to be encouraged. The idea would be to have 2 or 3 people

more to help with posting information. If wanting more content on
the website please send through an editable document.

Gareth, Kevin, and Alan discussed how we would proceed with
Derby Drinker, and compared it to other magazines. Part of the
publicity budget will be used to increase the Derby Drinker. The
number of releases to be 5 rather than 4. During the busy periods of
beer festivals we will have magazines bi-monthly and then a gap of 4
months in the winter months when it’s quieter. We looked at the
prices and we are the second highest in terms of costs, we are looking
to reduce the prices and a further discount if they pay for 5 editions.
The next issue will be August/September, we will also have a series
of marketing cards with prices printed for the distributors. The issue
date will be the first week of August.

Russell is supporting the plans for Derby Drinker and he thinks that’s
important we try these new things

Any Other Business:

Pass any comments to Alan about the Abbey when it reopens. Jim:
The Alex has a banner celebrating 40 years when this could be
updated to the 50 years. Action: Mark to speak with Alexandra.
Gillian: Last ladies meeting was at Suds and Soda, the next one is on
24% June at the Old Bell. Beer Day Britain is at the Flowerpot on the
15" June. The chairman will be reading some of Les’s poems and we
will present the regional award for coming second.

Is anyone is willing to drive a minibus for the surveys and socials?
Next Meeting 17th July at The Old Bell @ 8pm.

Actions: Gillian to contact membership about IPADs and marketing.
Gillian to find out if there are marketing campaigns for the Handpull
Hijack. Nic to update the calendar 25" June, Smithfield at 8.00pm
beer festival meeting.

Minutes of the Ashbourne & District Branch
AGM at the Smith’s Tavern, Ashbourne on
Tuesday 3" June 2025

Present:

Graham Burke (Chair), Mark Grist, David O’Dell, Martin Sales,
Andrew Martin, Kevin Woolley, Hannah Barton, Alison Terry, John
Chamberlin, Mandy & Rob Hodson-Walker, Alan & Carol Shenton,
Paul Jerson.

Apologies:

Colin Terry, Gareth & Lizzy Butterfield, Diane Grist, Stephen
Asbury, Phil Lee, Mick Betts, Mike Burrows.

Declarations of Interest:

Mark Grist (Smith’s Tavern), Kevin Woolley & Hannah Barton (Red
Lion, Kniveton & Kniveton Cider), Rob & Mandy Hodson-Walker
(House of Beer), Alan & Carol Shenton (RBL, Parwich)

Minutes of the April meeting:

Were circulated by e-mail prior to this meeting. Approved as read.
Chairmans Report:

Welcome to all present. Reviewing the past year, my first as Branch
Chair, it’s been a busy time attending various festivals, Derby branch
meetings & AGM, many certificate presentations and attendance at
CAMRA’s AGM in Torquay. We hope to increase our membership
during the next 12 months, and would like to see pubs in our area
increasing public awareness of membership opportunities through
flyers and posters. We’ve confirmed the postponement of the beer &
cider festival for this year, with hopes to revive it again next year.
Election of Officers:

Graham indicated his willingness to stand again as Chair, and in the
absence of any other volunteer or nomination, was unanimously re-
elected to the position. Proposed by Mark Grist, seconded by Martin
Sales. Mark confirmed he would continue as Secretary, together with
several other roles, and in the absence of any other volunteer or
nomination, was unanimously re-elected to the position. Proposed by
Graham Burke, seconded by Hannah Barton.

Social secretary — position remains vacant, volunteers invited.

AOB:

No motions or debates were tabled prior to the meeting and none
offered on the night.

Branch meeting followed

Secretary: Membership: 77 (as of 1% June - unchanged).
Nominations invited for Summer Pub of the Season, to be decided at
the June meeting. Cider — a reminder of the annual Cider & Perry

=T

Festival at The Red Lion, Kniveton, 4% & 5% July.
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Ashbourne Branch Meeting Minutes, Continued
Pub News:

The Middle One in Ashbourne has announced it is closing
down with effect from 14" June. It never served real ale, but it
is always sad to see a pub close, especially one that has not
been open very long. No information on what may come next
at the premises.

Socials:

Graham advised that we have been given funds by Derby
branch to subsidise two survey trips, which we will undertake
to arrange as soon as possible. Short discussion on the
proposed Ashbourne Ale Trail — we will canvas opinions from
the various pub operators in the town to see if we can help
organise something if enough parties are interested.

AOB: Dates confirmed for RBL, Parwich beer festival — 15%-
17" August.

Branch Dates: Tuesday 29" July — Watt Russell Arms at
730pm. Tuesday 19™ August — The Old Dog at 730pm.

Derby Branch Diary

JULY

Fri 4™ — Midweek afternoon social from noon in the Golden
Eagle, Agard Street.

Mon 7th — Committee meeting at the Queen’s Head,
Alfreton Road, Little Eaton — 8.00pm.

Wed 16" - Beer Festival meeting venue tba.

Thu 17" - BRANCH MEETING at the Old Bell Hotel,
Sadler Gate, Derby — 8.00pm.

Fri 18™ Annual Beer Census — see page 1.
Thu 24" — Derby Beer Girls’ social in a venue from 7.30pm.

Thu 31% — Melbourne Ale Trail Trip - Catch the 18:49 No.
2 Bus, and starting at the Hardinge Arms and then making our
way towards the centre. Returning on the 9:50 pm bus.

Due to the early bus service, we unfortunately will not be able
to get around all of the ten locations, however, if people have
any preferences, please let me know. If you are arriving on
another route or joining later, contact me, James, on 07510
161 151.

JULY
Sat 26" — Belper Beer Census - details on page 2.
Thu 31% — BRANCH MEETING at venue to be announced.

Amber Valley Contact

Chairman: Chris Rogers 01332 880041

Ashbourne Disg
JULY

Tue 29th —- BRANCH MEETING, Watt Russell Arms at
730pm.

Ashbourne Contact|

info@ashbourne.camra.org.uk

How to Unsubscribe from M&B

If you do not want to be sent further editions of M&B,
click the "Unsubscribe" link at the bottom of the email
with which it is sent. Mailchimp will do the rest. You
can also change your M&B email address by clicking
the "Update your preferences" link. If you get M&B by
post, you can unsubscribe or change your address
details by phoning Tim Williams (07803 546496) or
emailing him at timwilliams39bhr@gmail.com. Any
changes you make to your M&B subscription will not
affect the CAMRA Membership Database, so any
changes affecting your membership and
communications from the national organization should
also be made at https://camra.org.uk/my-membership/ or
by phoning 01727 867201.

Tim Williams, M&B Distribution Officer

DERBY CONTACTS

COMMITTEE

Chair: Mark Fletcher chair@derby.camra.org.uk

Secretary: Nic Scott secretary@derby.camra.org.uk
Treasurer: Andrew Norman treasurer@derby.camra.org.uk
Membership: Gillian Hough membership@derby.camra.org.uk
Pubs Officer: Kat Higgins pubsofficer@derby.camra.org.uk
Ashbourne Chairman: Graham Burke
info@ashbourne.camra.org.uk

Campaigns’ Coordinator: Alan Pickersgill

Cider and Perry Officer cider.perry@derby.camra.org.uk
Socials: James Williams socials@derby.camra.org.uk

Press and publicity: Alan Pickersgill camrapublicity@aol.com
Derby Drinker: derbydrinker@derbycamra.org.uk

Beer Festival: Russell Gilbert BeerFest@derby.camra.org.uk
NON - COMMITTEE

Derby Drinker Distribution: Kevin Hepworth
derbydrinkerdist@hotmail.com

Derby Drinker advertising manager: Vacant
ads@derby.camra.org.uk

Derby CAMRA Tasting Panel Chair: Les Williams
lescamra39@yahoo.co.uk

M&B Copy Deadline
Copy to
mildbitter@derby.camra.org.uk by
Sunday 20 July
Derby Drinker Deadline

5th July
derbydrinker@derby.camra.org.uk
Advertising:
ads@derby.camra.org.uk

Mild & Bitter — (C) 2025 — Derby, Ashbourne & Amber Valley CAMRA
EDITOR: Paul Gibson - E-MAIL: mildbitter@derby.camra.org.uk
We do our best to ensure that the information in M&B is accurate but no responsibility can be accepted for errors or
omissions. Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Editor, nor of the Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.
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