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THE NEWSLET’I‘ER OF THE DERBY BRANCH OF CAMRA

TH® LAST MONTH

For wne May branch meeting we wers back in tne Liversage after an absence
of geven menbtihs. This gap was in pa.rts due te the chimmey stack falling through
the roof during the winter gal The room had as & resalt been completely
redecorated, and was abie to camfors: sbly accomodutse the 40 peopie present. The
beer was deemed excellens by mzmys and Andy was well pleased by tne 27 gallons
consumned o

Spoke Golding, the Nothtingham Branclh shairmen, was & weloome visitor, and’
he was able To take bacik a 1ist of volucteers Lo help ot the Nobthinghem Festival
Beer Exhibition. Spyie iater compisined to nis own meeting that {at bhat stage)
he had more velunssers from Derby than from Nobtinghem. Well done uss

The meebing was &grin & lively wme, with yl"“ﬂt‘v of discussion and ideas
cmmng; forward from merbers. A majer htopic was wast So do aboub pubs that serve
real sle badly. Some Trought ws sheoild avoid directing the public toward them,
others thaut bad real ais was still preferabie no keg. We snall nave o return
to this debate wnen eqr_zs:_m—érlng:, our nexy looal beer guide - should it agein be
a good beer pguide, or should 1t be & reul beer guide, perhaps with some grading

- BysH Lente
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Tradisionel beer lowers wiil find 1ittis to be proud of in the newly
opened *Derby Pridet. Thw bwer is Bverards snd all on pressure, the pub is
decorated to matoh - distinehly Tplastici,
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m the post of Area Organizer,
= '} ] wel durdng bis three year

o him fu Ll onet ;L:r’ag ment, good advice
and abiiity to gener 2 dur g the rether temtative eariy days
of the branch's exisbunce. As AQ qt}.&l"h was & keen advoeate of CAMRA making

the effurt to retein or recrult older members, and he wag concernsd sabout the
bias developing towards the ‘middle class and academics?® awsy from the ordinary
working class boozer. Swuart is retiring becruse the time and expence involved
in & CAMRA post is @onfug_otmg Yoo much with his family life., Perhaps we can
best deseribe nis work for C‘AMRA in ‘the phrsse he coined to describe 8nippo's

oy Qo

beer = ‘Pantastic, fantsstic, fantastic, fantastic, fanbasiic?.

This brsay 8
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The East Midlands Allied Cempaign hes temporarily growmd o & halt. This
is in psrt dus to the period of uncertainty sbout Allied's intentions with their
new baer (see pE) and purtly dus to committee pre~occupation with other business.
The ball is howevsr ahouh to start rolling sgain with the handout for Allied
lsndiords shout %o be prinved. Ineidentally cur call for volunteers st the last
meeting ta help find pwhs weanting draught beer back produced & zsro returne.
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(The Isst Month - contd.)

Mars ton’s dou?s appear %o agree with Ailiedis oxtraurdinary stabement
that there is insufficient demand for real ale in the Norih and Midlands. They
have recently issued & highly attractive seot of six TResl Ale Mats? describing
the brewing process, and are rumoured 1o be about to produce a new beer with an
original gravity of 1090, Leu's hope ihey keep their lew gravity BB available
for the ordinary drinker.

Cremrn e o en

Our leval beer guide is now safsly in the hands of the printsr, snd we
expect to have copies a% the August brunck meeting. It promizes 4o be a first
class publication, snd with the modest price tag of 25p, shonld sell well. Sales
and promotion plans are now being detailed, and at the July meeting we will be
asking for your help., We hope for maximum affort from all - this is after &ll
our main campgigrning venture so far this year,

Sixteen plus peopie have veiunteered smple meney to help fund the guide =
thanks very much. Plesase will those cmmcerned get their cheques ete to Niek
Potter (or Paul Gibson) as scon as possible. We will probably reduce the
highest individual coniribubtions, snd if anyone who promised s losn has in the
meantime failen on hard Hines, don't Tewel embarrassed %o ask o be let off the
hook,

e ez Cjascoas

Meanwhnile ocoeoe it will soun be Netional Beer Guide compilation time again,
The job of selecting perhapes 40 pubs from the 800 is a difficult one, and all
members should helpe On your travels check out the 1976 entries {8 pleasant
enough t&sk] - are there any errors, could & better descripiion have been writteny
is the beer up to the highest stendard ¢ On the other hend, what pubs should ‘
have been pu?t in? Plisase write down your comments and give,to Reg Newcombe (or
another ¢!tes member. The Beer Guide Sub~Committee will be re-formed shortly -
details at the July mecving,
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The New Irn &% Wysston is going to be on keg beer only for the next three
months = bub for &il the best reasons. The new owner is extending and deepening
the cellar, a sure: sign of good +times o coms,.

wanaes { e e s

Those on the Jun& LOth Derby soclel wers pleased to be refused draught Bass
in the Exeter Arms, Pleased because Barbara, the landlady, had sent six barrels
back, &8 not up o scraton, rather thar sell them. Too many pubs just wouldnt't
bother, A glass of Wnite Shieid made & nics change as weli,

e e om0

It's been an excellent memth For volimseers, Phil Rees and John Broadbent
are both keen %o get & nandpump service going, snd it is noped to form a small
group of repairers, svailable to help sny pub with problems. It iz hoped also
to scquire and renovais pumps For re-use in pubs. Anyone eise with help or
ideas, please step Fforward, Jill Burgess has voluntsered %o wssemble a colleote
ion of CAMRA press sutwings, which will then be availabhle to flash et on-the=
fence landlords ete. Jill would like %o borrow your subtings, past and fubure,
particularly from the rarer publisabtions. Tim Burgess and Mick Chambers have
been keeping the memberless 4lfreton Trisngle? region under observation, and
are making plans %o start a new Ares Sub-Committee there, Mike Bubler hes
stepped in %o help with Mild & Bitter editing. Neny thanks all. Meny thanks
alse to Eric Rodgers for gebtting us a good plug in the DE Telsgraph's Saturday Page,




THE SOCIAL SCENE

Camraway to the Blmck Country (Sat 8th May)

Qur coach with 28 very dry mouths abcard arrived at the Park Inn, Woodsetton
(ajacent te the Hoidens Brewery) for & quick pint of mild or bitter. Holdens
brew & strong ale which was also well favoured.

A1l aboard for Netherton} A cheer went up as we drew up &t the Cld Swan
followed by & stampeds off the bus to see who would be the first to sample
Doris Paurdoe's home brew (someone beat me to itl). Tnere was also time to try
the panks beer asross the road.

e

Next stop (& Dave Jolmson diversiom extra) to the Wagon and Horses at Quarry
Bank. %Just 10 minutes folks™ for a pint of handpumped Hansons.

By this time our members remlized tnis was no trip for a slow drinker, Ten
minutes later we were enjoying a pint of Simpkiss ale at the Foley Arms at
Brierley Hill (alsc near the brewery).

The cesmch tyres were still warm as we pulled out from the Vine Inn (Mcannot do
with & comch party' said the landlord - although he was notified in advence) o
Some quick work by Dave Jolmson (that master of maps) and Mike, our driver still
gave us hime to sample Bathams beers at the lamp Tavern (bitter: 1045 - distincte
jve and full bodied according to National GBG).

"Hectiz, but very enjoyable." and "the beer wes excellent" were a couple of the

comments ebout tne trip.
( Terry Morton)

Shardlow Morris snd Ale Evening (Weds 19th May)

A call in the chilly evening air by Julian Eyre brougnt the Derby Morris Men to
order and perform a series of Cotswold dances outside the New Inn.

It was at the Navigation where most of the crowd caught up with the eveninge.
Members jeoined us Ifrom Belper, Loughborough, and Nottingham to witness the
second performsnce and to sample the excellent Davenports bitter,

Next the Shakespeare where soms smusing muming added variety to the Morris men's
PrOgranme,

By tnis time it was growing dark so we retired to the next venue, the Dog and Duck,
where tihe Tudor room had beecn booked for the Morris lMen to dance in. However
because of some mix-up in the booking the landlord would not open the door to

the room. The Morris Men did not hang around, they werc off to the 0ld Crown Inne
Those who followed enjoyed joining in with Lester Simpson who, accompanying
himself on the melodeon, sang a few drinking songs.

The evening was an interesting and enjoyable variavion on the normal pub crawl.

(Terry Morton)

Other Events

A good hendfull of members and their friends enjoyed & very gentle pub crawl in
Loughborough on the 15th May with the Loughboro! Branch. 4 feature was a chance
to iry, in the Greyhound, two of the three Marston’s No 3 milds produced. The
9.30pm social at the Sir Robert Peel (26th May), and the Little Eaton (22 May)
and Derby (10th June) crawls were also well supported. '
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MORT(N GOSSIP

A chance visit to the Stanhope Arms, Stanton by Dale, on Thursday &rd June found
bags of sandwiches asnd half price Shippe's until 10pm. It was the first evening
for the young new landlord, Hedley Horsefield, who assured me that he was very
keen to retain the nandpumps.

At the Durhsm Ox, Ilkeston, on Saturday 5th June, cricket fan and real bitter
drinker West Indisn Bill Clemonts became Nottingham brancn®s first coloured
member. Camrs is for &ll, so do any of our members know of enyme i irmdgrant
crigin keen to support that great British custom of drinking good Beer?

‘The first pub in our area to display a Camra mirror is the Cnequers, Ticknall.
On reflection, do you know of & real ale pub who would 11Ke cne? Seo What?
Brewing for details.

(Terry Morton)

A PUB TO VISIT

The Sitwell Arms, Wall Street, Ripley. This small friendly back-street local is

& three minute walk from tne market place in Ripley. To find the pub you turn
right from the market place (going away from Derby) and then first left past the
church, Thougii 1%'s not far from the centre, you will prebably find that it's

not very busy. Both mild and bitter are on nendpumps. Tne bitter is particularly
good, and it's worth noting that the draught beers are very reasonably priced.
Other atiractions wre two dartboards and a juke=box.

(Paul Gibson)

BAPTISM BY_ALE

The bar in our canteen at work operates only for the occasional social function,
and then serves Ssm Smitn's keg, and a brand of luger, whose name fortunately
escapes me. So I was naturully delignted when one of my collesguss, who was in
the group (Axiom) playing at & recent dance there, and generally helping to
vganize whings, decided he wenved real ala, The bad news was, thuatl with no more
knowledge tnun the arvicle in Wnat®s Brewing, November 19Y5, I was to look after
ite

The beer, a kilderkin (18 galls) of SS*'s 0id Brewery Bitter, was ordered, through
the company account, on tne Monday and arrived two days later., It was followed
closely by & Sam Smith's man, who had taken the trouble to drive down from
Tadcagter to bring their special barrel mounted handpump. He brought plenty of
advice and good cheer, and thankéd Camra for Teviving the real beer market, but’
had alas never tapped & barrel himself. So that!s how I got covered with beer
(well only a little really).

The cask was then vented (there was some controversy about the right sequence)
and spiled witi a soft peg scroumged from the Wnite Swen, Spondons There
followed @ nail biting 48 hours (we had left only the bare minimum.time for. the
beer to condition and clear) with much sampling snd peering through murky pints.
The room was far too warm, but wet towels draped over the barrel did help
glightly to keep the temperature down,
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(Baptism by Ale = Conudo)

Fortunately for thne public imege, all wenlt weil. Th® cask was hurd pegged after
working overnignt, had moke or less clearasd after 24 hours, and nad an excellent
sppeacsncs on the nignte I sold extremeliy weil, and they were still asking

for more wnen it ran out btowards the end of the evening. As for qualisy = well
it wasn®t up to local guide stendard (too warm for a start) but it was quive
gdsqusce, and 1t did at least prove that even a renk amateur cun produce an
scceptable pint wmder adverse circumstances without too much trouble. I would
guess, though, tha% OBB is a fairly telersnt beer. _
(Tim Williams)

BITTERMEN SMILE AGAIN

"All cvediu to Allied Tor tne new Ind Coope fDraugns Burton Als®. After all, 600
pubs is abont the same s thé number of tied houses cwmed by the 20 smallest
brewing compsnies, It's sad, however, that while Allied are now catering for

the 14rendy’ southern drinker, who is prepered to pay high prices, bub presumerably
drinks 1little &t & segsion, they continue 4o ignore the potential of the fordinany!
Ind Coope bitter. The latber can be wn extremely nice pint, and with its lower
gravity, much mere likely %o appeal to the srdinary drinker. It's sad alse

thet Allied &re nos meking the new beer availsble in our branch area, Their
statement thet there is insufficient demand for real ale in the Midlands and

North brings lithle censeletien.as yeu:f£igh% your way:te.the bar fay & pind of
Pedigree.

The Allied attitude %o *this ares shows that we are not doing our job properly,
and provides sn extre spur to the East Midland Allied Campaign.

Mesnwhile ferCemrs members, snd their fellew-travelling friends, & taste of the
now beer will be werth & trip out. It can be found (only, as far as we know, in
this eres) at the Roebuck in Burten. The pub is opposite the Allied brewery,
which, in turn, is more or less opposite the railwey statiop. The price is a
staggering 32p, buf the besr itself is pleasant and hag ¢drinkmbilityt. Some

of our impruomptu panel of testers found it & little too sweet and thick to suit
their tastes. You might find it & bit difficult to spot the hsndpump amid the
plastic dispensers,

While in Burten youw li find the Cocperts Tavern within easy walking distance
of the Roebuck. I%'s in Cross St snd has graviby Bass. The Bridge at Bransten
(gravity Merston's) is only a couple of miles &wayo

' (Tim Williems)

BEER EXHIBITIONS

A well run beer tant at & local show or other event could undoubtsbly be one eof
the best methods of getting Camra‘s message scross. It will, however, require
& great deal of hard work and months of csreful preparation. Other campaign
priorities on commitfee members time has meant that we have made little progress
towards doing & tent. It hes therefore been decided %o set up & sub-committee
hesded by John Griffiths, who did the assessment of the possibilities of a beer
tent at this year®s Derbyshire Shew, to take over respensibility for eur bser
tent interests. In particulsr these include s tent at the next Derbyshire
Show, snd & smeller ('brial run’) event this year,

The sub-cemmittee will consist of three e five people, and we need volunteers
now., Those joining i% will be expected to attend regular (probably menthly)
meetings for several menths, and to do a fair amount of (sometimes tedious) work,
including telephering, letier writing, and general foot=sleogging, to gather the
necessary informetion. : :
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DERBY DIARY

Thur 17 te Sun 20 June
NOTT'M BEER EXHIB.

Thursday 24 th June
BUB CRAWL IN DERBY

Monday 28%th June
PECIAL MEETING

Thursday 8tn July
BRANCH MBETING

Saburday 24th July
CAMBRIDGE BEER EX.

Thur’sday 12th August
BRANCH MTG 1IN MATLOCK

JUNE MEETING AGENDA

Twenty-five brews at the Victorism Leisure Centre (near
Victoria Centre}. Open lunchtimes and evenings (see
Whetrs Brcm:in_g;)_o Arrangements for breanch visit at mtg.

Meet 2t the Alexandrsa, Siddals Ri, at Spm. Seme of the
Burton Branch are coming to town for a pub crawl, so
lets show them a variety of gles in pubs that will
shortly be listed in our new’ Derby Guide. |

Commi ttee meeting with branch officers %o discuss aay
problems with the current organizatimal set-up, and
otiier branch matters.

The Victoria Hotel, Cowley $%, (off Kedlestom Rd.) Spm.
The landlord is hoping %o arrange gravity Bass, try

%o drag a mate or twe along and let them find out what
rezl beer is all about. NOTE - three wesks from June mbg.

oo P o

Fuil day cosch trip to the exhibition and the Camra pub,
Nemes to Terry Morton new for what should (on last yearts
sxperience) be o cracking day oub.

Thig will be %he first tims that the monthly branch
meeting will have heen neld outside Derby. Pleaze
plan to come along and help raise Camra interest in
the Mstlock ares, There will be a coach laid om from
Derby leaving 7.45pme

lo Minutes of last meeting and matters arising,
2. Branch Bulletin

8o, Branch News and Matbers Arising.

4, Secial and Other Notices,

be Beer Bresk,

6o Open Discussion and Any Other Business,

THE DERBY BRANCH OF CAMRA

GOMMITTEE: Tim Willisms (Cheirman, Newsletter) Derby 676027; Paul Gibsen

(Secretary, M&B Subs) Brailsford 3653
Pub Info Collamtor) Derby 5113553
Dave Johnson (Pub Liasen);

Nick Potter (Treasursr, Membership Sec,
Terry Morton (Social Sec) Derby 6740253
John Kearney (Publizity Sec) 5 Ormskirk Rise, Spemdon;

Reg Newcombe (Beer Guide Swc) Derby 45399,

OTHER OFFICERS: Ian Grimshaw (Belper Area Sub-Cites C'man) Belper 3270; Trevor

ﬁOGEETMAtIQGk Asmc cﬂm) 62 D‘l. mg Mgtlagk;
(proposed Alfreton AS=C)s

! Tim Burgess and Mick Chambers
Chris Gals (Histeric Pubs); Keith Normington (Reffles);

Clive Moore (What's Brewing Sales)s; Jeff Fletcher (Camra Sales);Phil Rees sand

Jehn Broadbent (Handpump Renovation); Mike Butler (MkB sub editor)s Jill Burgess

(Press cuttings).
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